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Lo the'Chriftian Reader. ih 


ry Auingoccalion to rcuiſe notes of 
4 Big ry cctaine Sermons taken by penne 
i SY PJ from their mouthes, whoſe la- 
=] £4 bours both in word and writing 
53 | x hauebeen and are no lefle profi- 


FRe=xx3=2 table than acceptable vnto Gods 
Church, I thoughtit notamiſleco take ſome ſmall 


painesto Copic out ſome of them, that if perhaps 
they ſhould be thought worthie of publike view, 
they might be offered to the light : if not, they 
might bercſerued. for more prutate vie. Amongſt 
the reſt, Tindged theſe two Sermons not the vnfit- 
teſt for ſucha purpoſe, and ſo did others, whole in- 
couragement alſo I had for the publiſhing of them. 
They were preached in the beginning of his Maic- 
ſties raigne, at thattime when generall humiliation 
by faſting,was by authoritie enioyned vpon occaſt- 
onof the Peſtilence, then dangerouſly diiperſed : 
which albeit through Gods merciful] proui- 
dence it be now well allayed, yet the infetion of 
ſinne, the very true cauſe thereof, ſtil] remaineth 
and gathereth new ſtrength. For the ſtaying where- 
of, if any remedie may be gotten hence, I hope 
for more eafie pardon, from the authors, of my 
boldenes in publiſhing : and from the reader for 

A 2 my 


To the Chrifian Reader. 

my many. faylings in penning theſe their labors, 
I did my beft intaking from them, and' offering 
vnto thee, that, and in a manner nothing bur thar 
which. they then delivered . The ſubſtance of 
the matter I doubt not, is all ſound, and will much 
content awiſe and well affeted heart. The manner 
and forme of words and ſentences is more imper- 
fe than in the deltuerie it was,or now might haue 
beene, if the authors had either penned it before 
the preaching thereof, or vndertaken the thorow 
poliſhing of it ſince. But howſoeucr, ſith that 
eould'not bee obtained which might haue beene 
wiſhed', my deſire was greater to ſatisfie thirſtie 
ſoules with this that is dane, then was my feare to 
offend curious heads and itching earesby the man- 
ner of doing it. 


Toun WinsToN, 


Tus FL SERMON. 


Lamentations,chap.z. ver{.48.8:c. 
43- Mine eye caiteth out riners of water for the de- 
PS. of the daughter of my Jew 


49 Mineeye droppeth without ſlay,and ceaſeth not. 
50 Tillthe Lord looke downe and beholde from hea- 


uen, 
51: Mine eye breaketh mine heart ; becauſe of all the 


daughters of my citie. 
52 Mine enemies chaſed we ſore like a bird without 


cauſe. 
- T hey ſhut vp my life in the dungeon, and caſt a 
ſtone upon me. 
54 Waters flowed ouer my head, then thought 1, T ans 
deſtroyed. 


8\LL theſe words doe containe a La- 
81 mentation of Jeremie, and of the reſt 
HEE! of Gods peoplefor the iudgements of 
E299 i) God on his Church and onleruſalem 
Fay) his owne citie : and forthe miſerie and 
\ Sy] calamitie 'that lay ypon their whole 
Sc ſtate. Afterthis ſort they bewaile their 
ba chiſe: : Mine ee caftethout rivers of Water,c*c. 
Now this Lamentation isſet forth, 
T: Partly by the manner of ir,and 
2. Partly by the cauſes of it. 
A3 1 The 
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I The manner of ic is declared in the foure former yerſes, 
and har by diuers circumſtances : namely, 

1 By the greatneſle of it: forinregard of the miſcrie 
of the daughter of his people, hee did not oncly 
moiſten his eyes. with ceares, but (ent forth rivers of 
reares,verſ. 48. which is an exceſſive kinde of ſpecch 

. vſuall in the Scriptures, and ſignifying thathe wept 
abundantly. 

2 Ic is ſer out by the continuance of it. ec Mine eye 
droppeth Without ſtay, and ceaſeth not, ver(.49. Nei- 
ther ſhall ir ceaſe, but I will continue lamenting 4/7 
the Lord looke downe from heanen , and ſhew ſome 
ſigne that hee doth beholde and pitie our eſtate, 
verſ.5 0. 

3 Theirlamentation is ſet out by the ſincericie of it, 

that it-proceeded from trueth and vprightneſle : 
Mine eye breaketh mine heart, ver{.51.That is, the 
things that I ſee with mine eye, doe cauſe me to la- 
ment wonderfully : (& heauie is the caſe of all the 
daughters of my citie that it cuen breaketh my very 
heart. | X 

2 The cauſes of itare of two ſorts: | 
1 Inward , which was grietc ofheart,verſ.5r. 
2 Outward; which was the crueltie of their enemies : 
which crueltie is ſet forth : | | 
1 Byaſimilitudetaken from fowlers : 11ine enemies 
| banechaſed me ſore like a bird, veil,5 2. Implying 
; thereby chat they made it a ſport, a recreation and 
. - trade to purſue Gods ſeruants : they did as it were 
goc 2 hawkiog after 'innocent and harmeleſſe 
oules.. © | 
2 Their crueltie is deſcribed by a compariſon taken 
from hunters, who vſed to digge pits to the intent 
that great beafts mighr fal into then jand fo bein-. 
trapped:andthEtheywould throw fiones at them, 
or vie ſome ſuch meanes to kill them, when they * 
durſtnot goe downe into the pit whete they _ 
| C4 SUC 


be firſt Sermon, 7 
Such were the plots and endeuours of their aduer- 
ſaries; they were as cunning and as eaper in their 
attempts againſt che people ofGod,as men would 
be in killing a Beare or a Lion, that otherwiſe 
would kill them if they were ar libertie, verſ.53. 

3 Laſtly, their crueltie is ſer-out by a compariſon 
drawne from the inundation of waters : theirrage 
was like the violence of mightie rivers and floods, 
that overflowe and drowne all that comes in their 
way,verl.5 4. 


Verſ.48. AMineeye cafteth out riners of Water] Their af- 
fliction was ſo ſore, that their caſe in regard ofany earth- 
ly ſuccour that could be expected, was helplefſe and re- 
medilefſe. In vaine it was to ſpezke vnto men; for they 
were inexorable, becauſethey were mercileſſe: in yaineit 
was to take weapons; they had had” too much of that 
before, and by that meanes Zedekiah had euen vndone 
them: and as for other helps,they were as farre to ſecke as 
for theſe. Now therefore they fall to weeping, and ſecke 
rorelicue themſelues by tcares, and by ſighes and grones 
before the Lords throne in heauen, Whence ariſeth this 
doctrine : 

Thar godly ſorrow and holy afflition is the beſt reme- 
die in any ſorrow and affliction: whether it be from men 
from Sathan, or from God himſelfe: whetherir be on bo- 


? row a ſou6- 


die, on ſtate, on name, or on the minde and ſoule of a man? medie. 


whetherit bee on particular perſons, our lelues, or thoſe 
that are abour vs, or on the whcle land,on church orcom- 
monwealth, this is the moſt ſoueraigne remedie in all mi- 
ſeries and extremities whatſocuer. This inward godly 
griefe is aſalue for cuery ſore, and a plaiſter 'for every 
wound.” To weepe and cry and powre out out hearts be= 
fore God is that courſe thar they here rake,and that which 
wee mulſitake in the like diftrefle : according to the mea= 
ſure of the affliction, and as it is more publike or priuare, 


ſo muſi-be the meaſurc of our lamentation. Tothis there 
IT is 


Iſaiah. 61, 
12. &C,' 


g T he firſt Sermon. 


is a promiſe made in the propheſie of 1ſaiah, 8c. That 
when our hands cannothelp our ſelues, norout tongues 
preuaile with others, yee then wee may relieve our ſelues 
by our prayers vnto God: forinthar placethe Lord vn- 
dertaketh that mourners ſhalbe comforted, &c, God the Fa- 
ther ſends his owne ſonne, and the Father and the Sonne 
doe ſend the holy Ghoſt, that when men are mourning 
and feele their pouertie ſo as it breakes their heares, the 
ſpiric which is the comforter may miniſter comfort ynto 


them: that when they feele their captivuirie and impri- 


Reaſons. 
x 


Toel.2,13, 


ſonmenr ag it were, Chriſt Icſus may ſet them art liber- 
tic: be they never ſo weake, neuer ſo meane, never ſo mi- 
ſerable,neuer ſo:finfull, if once they come thus to mourne, 
they ſhall haue their hearts comforted : though they bee 
couered with aſhes, God will giuethem beautie for aſhes, 
ard put on them the garment of gladnes, for the ſpirit of hea- 
xines; beftowing vpon them that which ſhall make them 
cheerefull, een he ole of ioy: not an carthly but an hea- 
uenly oyle. 

And there is great cauſe why God ſhould deale ſo 
with ſuch kinde of perſons: for 

1 Heeis ſull of pitic and compaſſion : and thereforethe 


x _ [oel in his 2. Chap. verſ. 13. biddfth vs rent our 


arts and not our garments: that is Wing inward ſorrow 
that may cruſh and breake the hear, and then turne vnts 
the Lord:whichif we doe, wee ſhalbe ſure of reliefe: and 
why ? the Lord & merciful (ſaith hee) and our God is very 
readre to forgige. 

When wee ſee our children mourning and confeſſin 
their faults, wee cannor but haue our bowels of com 
on carning towards them, 

If acob had Rood by and heard his ſonne 7oſephs piri- 
full moane chat in the anguiſh of his [ſoulehee made ynto 
his brethren, when tney dealt ſo vnnaturallie with him, 
would hee not haue piticd him, and by ſtrong hand have 
reſcued him from his cruell ſonnes? What ſhall wee then 
thinke of God? heis farre more mercifullchan /acob _ 

an 


T he firſt Sermon. 9 
and wee are necrerynto him than euer /oſeph was ynto his 
father? And therefore when wee mourne in a holy man- 
ner, certainely hee will ariſe and hawe mercy vpon vs. Hee 
cannot ſlay,when he ſees our hearts full of ſorrow,and our 
eyes full of teares: for the ſighs and groanes of his people 
doe giue him noreſt in heauen. 

Secondly, this godly mourning muſt needs be a ſpeciall * 
 remediein all manner of afflitions, becauſe icmakes our 
prayers very forcible: it ſets an edge ypon our petitions, 
and makes vs pray heartily, feruently and firongly. When 
lacob weptin his prayer, it was ſo cffectuall that hee pre- 
uailed. When Gods peopleioyned together to powre forth Geneſis. 32; 
buckets full of teares, drawne from the bottome of their 
hearts before the Lord, they were marucilouſly helped: 
for the great meaſure of their teares, made their ſupplicati- *54%7+6+ 
ons more feruent: and therefore ir is ſaid of Chriſt Ieſus 
himſclfe, that in the dayes of bis fleſh hee did offer vp pray- 
ers with ſtrong crying, and teares unto him that was able to yy... 
fane him from death. When our Sauiour was about the prin- 
cipal point of his mediatorſhip,then did he gather firength 
vnto himſelfe by this meanes. | 

Thirdly, this muſt needs be very effectuall, becauſeit is 
exceeding forcible againſi ſinne: for when ſorrow comes 
into the heart, finge goes our, it will not Todge there, vn- 
Tefle it bee cockered and made much of. When euery one 
laments his iniquitie,and mournes over Chriſt Ieſus whom 
hee hath pierced by his ſinnes; thetrf there is a fountaine 
opencd:o waſh them from all, cuen from fins that made 
a ſeparation betwixt God and vs. Zacharie 12.& 13. 

Seeing then that this godly and holy ſorrow is a means 
to make God pitie vs, to make vs call earneſtly ypon him, 
and to expell ſfinne, which might hinder vs from prevati- 
ling with him, it muſt needes follow that of all remedies 
intimes of diſtreſle, this is the beſt and ſureſt. 

This ſerves for inſtrution vnto vs to vie all meanes and 
furtherances, whereby wee may attaine vnto this, There */ 


are many afflitions abroad , many neerer home, in our 
owne 


C: I, 


Nebemicg , 
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ownetownes and families: nay there are many things 
amiſſe in our owne hearts: here is a medicine for eueie 
one of our maladies: let vs getit and vie it, and all argu- 
mentsand helps that may continue and increaſe it: as 
the Ninexites, hauing direQion by the ſpirit of God (as 
many of them as were his) did when /onab threatned de- 
ftruRion againſt their citie within fortie dayes; they aba- 
ſed themſclues and fell to mourning, and vſed faſting to 
helpe it onward: the people muſt ſhew ir in their coun- 
renances: the lowing of the beaſts ,and crying of the in- 
fants muſt further themto this holy remorſe and priefe 
for their great and haynous tranſgreſſions, They had grie= 
ued the Lord by their iniquities, and therefore now they 
would gricue themſclues with godly contrition for them, 
Hence it was that Gods people amonglt the Iewes vied 
to weare ſack-cloth, to licon the ground,and co pur duſt 
ypon their heads, which were then meanesto further them 
in the worke of humiliation. 

Therefore now that wee feare danger is neere ys, let 
ys betake our ſelues to this holy mourning: if wee refuſe 
ro doe ir,and(lill continue to be hard. hearted;if the peſti= 
lence come into our families, wee arelikelie to beraken a- 
way with the firſt, and to haue not only our bodies, bur 
our ſoules in danger, and that of Gods wrath and cuer- 
lating diſpleaſure. 

Therefore let vs ſceke to haue our hearts mollified by 
this excellent. meanes of God; and for this end, confidec 
of the bleſſing s of God plentifully powred downe vpon 
our nation, and vpon our ſelues in particular: as they did 
in the day of their humiliation ,of whom Nehemiah mae 
keth mention. 

Let vs ſeriouſly recount how many mercies wee haue 
enioyed, and how much they haue beene abuſed : how 
many afflictions wee haue felt, and how little wee haue 
beene bettered: how many deliuerances wee haue found, 
and yet how carelefſe,nay how rebellious we haue beene 
notwithſtanding them all, ES £7 
pt, Lee 
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Let vs weigh with our ſclues what hurtour ſins baue 
done ynto ys; how many good thinges they have turned 
from vs; and how many evils they haue puld vpon vs: and 
aboue all, let vs remember what ahuge weight and mul- 
tituJe of miſeriesthey have brought vpon our Saviour: 
namely, debafement and humiliation: {orrowes and ſuffe- 
rings: aſſaults and temptations: the heauie burden of our 
guiltines, and the greeuous puniſhment due for our de- 
ſerts: the rage and violence of molt malicious men, and 
the wrath anddifpleaſure of the moſt righteous God: tor- 
ments of bodie,and terrors'of ſoule, and death it ſelfe, a 
painefull death, aſhamefull death, and a curſed death, 

Secondly, hereby may thoſe bee confuted that thinke 5,2. 
it dangerous to meditate on ſuch things as will diſcom- 
fort them, and bring themro deſperation, as they ſpeake: 
and therefore they would haue no man to tell them of 
their finnes: butler them heare of the mercies of God in 
Chriſt: chatthcy are likely ro eſcape Gods hand when the 
peltilence comes neere them, though others eſcape not, 
but bce ſwept away on euery fide of them, beeing not- 
withltanding as good or better than themſelues. Farre 
beeit from vs that any bere preſent ſhould haue ſuch 
thoughts, or giue ſuch care ro ſuch carnall counſell. 

There is no danger in Chriftian ſorrow, but the more 
of ir, the better. And therefore the Apoſtle /ames ſaith: | 
Suffer afiiction, or affuft your ſelues, and ſorrow and weepe : + 47+ 
endif any thing keepe you from mourning, away with it: 
tet goe laughter andlet carnall mirth be turned into mour- 
ning, ard your ioy into heauineſſe: O then you cannor caſt 
downe your ſeluesſo lowe, bur God will raiſe you yp a- 

alnce 

Obief. Oh but to weepe and lament, itis not manhood: 94;;,;94, 
it argues that men want courage and fortitude, and is al- 
together vnbeſceming the perſon of a man : they will 
erofi in God (they ſay) and neuer mourne for the matter, 

Doth it argue want of courage to lament? Nay it ar- Solutiog, 
gues want of faich not to lament for ſinne « What doe 

| B 2 they 
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Hoſea, 12, his conflict? Hee wept and prayed, as the Prophet Hoſea 
3-4 Witnefleth. Wasthis cowardlines? Nothing lefle : for che 
ſcripture commends it for notable ſtrength. 

And further, what doe they thinke of Dania? was hee 2 
coward? they will not ſo diſgrace that renowned king,and 
worthy captaine of the Lords hoſt, as to lay vpon him 
the imputation of cowardiſe: yet hee makes mention of 
his teares and that often: as in the Pſalmes, where he ſaith, 
that bee watered ht conch with teares: that bis eyes did guſb 
forth with riners of teares becauſe men kept wot Goas lawe; and 
ſuch like. | 

And what will they ſay to all Gods people, of whom ir 
Zacharie.1z is ſaid, that they ſhould monrne as they did for Joſiah in the 

valley of Itadadrimmon, where hee was ſlaine, whoſe death 
all Iſraell did bitterly bewaile? and as one wonrneth for 
bis firſt borne, the only heire and hope of the familie. What 
will they anſwereto this? will they condemne all Gods 
people for a generation of cowards? Nay, this is ſo farre 
from bewraying want of fortitude, chat wee may boldly 
ſay, that when men are fulleſt of ſuch cares, they areful- 
leſt of fortitude. 

. For whatlhall wee thinke of the Lord Ieſus Chriſt?had 
' heeno heart? was hee deſticute of courage? that could nor 
. poſſibly bee. Nay, when hee was to exerciſe the fulnefle of 
his power: to vndertake ſuch a worke as no creature durſt 
'* attempt: when hee was to offer vp himſclfe to his father 
- asaſacrifice for the ſinnes ofthe Ele&t: when hee was to 
| encounter the Lords wrath and his iuſtice , Sathan and 
{ death, heil and damnation,and all the power of darkenes, 
that ſame time hee wept and that abundantly. AndI hope 
none will ſay thar then our Sauiours ſtrength failed him, 

notwithſtanding his birrer teares and cries, 


In trueth thoſe that doe not weepe when there is =, 
tney 


Pſal.6, 
P/al.1 9, 


Heb. 5. 
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they are without heart, and vtterly voide of true fortitude: 
fubiet to marueilous feares and violent diftewpers, / 


(which ariſe from a baſe minde) for what is the reaſon 
they are ſo affraideof death ? but becauſe they haue nor 


mourned for their finnes', and ſo remoued the ting of 


death? which if they had done, they would triumph over 

death, and fay with S. Pani, 1. Cor.15. O Death where is 

thy ſting? their hearts would then Rand faſt as the frong 
mountaines, ard not bee affraide of any ill tidings: No not pj .,, 
of the peſtilence that Walketh in the darke, nor of the plague Pſal, g1.6, 
that deftrojeth at noone day. 

3 Thirdly this makes exceedingly for the comfort of /7e z. 
thoſe that are mourners in Sion : they are in fauor with 
God,and out of the reach of al danger,ſo that nothing can 
befall them for hurt. Bleſſed are thoſe that montue, for Math.y, 
they ſhall bee comforted: more happie is the poore man that 
weepes for his finne, than the greateſt potentate that re- 
iloyceth in the fleſh, 

Verſ.18. For the deitrution of the daughter of my people. 

Here is the cauſe of their lamentation : it was the ruines 
and calamities of Gods Church, and poore diſtreſſed ſer- 
uants: whence this doQrine may be gathered. | 

That the greateſt affliftion thac ſhoulde touch the Do#, 2. 
hearts of Gods people,is che atflition of rhe Church : as hatafflic- 
is cuident out ofthis rext: For when Gods inhericance 7/95 40e go 

. _ neereſt the 
was ſpoiled, fome put to the ſword , others led captiue, ,,,;; ye 
the temple of God razed, and the exerciſes of religion a- $ajns. 
boliſhed, this made them to gricue exceedingly: this was 
itthat wrought ypon /eremie, and made him breake forth 
into thoſe wiſhes, Oh that mine head were full of water, and Tremy 9. i. 
that mine eyes were a fountain of teares, that I might weepe 
day and night for the [lame of the daughter of my people. As 
if hee could not haue his fill, nor weepe enough for the 
deſolarions of Sion, and the miſerable ouerthrow thereof 
which he foreſawe, | 

This was itthat went neere the heart of good Nebemi- gg, 
#b: who bceing in great proſperitie, cup-bearer'to the 7 2, 1,2, 
4 B 3 mightieſt 
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3 | mightieſt Monarch that was then in the world, and inſpe- 
i ciall fauour with him: yet for the affliction and reproch 
T;K wherein the Church of God was, hee conceiued ſuch in- 


'=y | ward ſorrow, that he was ſad in the kings preſence:which 
If yet was atning that he muſt and would haue forborne, if 
9 poſſibly hee could. CIoſes goes further: hee does .nort 


onely mourne, but is contentro lay downe his proſperi- 

tie, and ro expoſe hiseſtate to a manifelt overthrow , ſo 

Feb.tr, 24. thathee mighthelpe forward the dcliuerance of the afflic= 

25 25, ted Iſraclites, and ſave them from the hands of their op= 

Ye prefſors: For he knew he could not bein fauor with Pha- 

roah, if he ſhould ioyne with them, whom hee ſo cruelly 

handled: but hee choſe rather to ſuffer affiftion with the peo- 

FL! X ple of God, than to be called the ſonne of Pharaohs _—__ 

7388 Flefter ſeemes to goe ſomewhat beyond him : for ſhe re. 

"2 weſter, 4.16 ſolues with her ſelfe for the cauſeof the Ie wes (who were 

4.""* then all deſtinared to ſlaughter) to aduenture her life in 

going to the king in their behalfe: 7 will goe (ſaith ſhee ) 
C thongh it be contrarie to the Law, andif [ are, I die. . 

Y But our Lord Ieſus Chriſt goes beyond them all: for 

YH when hee was in ſupreme excellencie , hee was ſo affeted 

with the wofull caſe of his Ele, into which they had 

brought themſclary by their owne rebellions againſthim, 


Ty that hee humbled himſelfe, and tooke on him the ſtate of a ſer- 

PUilip.3. 6. gant; and ſubmirted himſelfe ro many forrowes, diſgra- 

3 A ces, and ſufferings not onely while hee lived, bur princi- 
a ? )allie when hee dyed (as hath beene before in part decla. 


red) that ſo he mighc deliuerhis peoplefrom the wrath to 
come, and from eternall deaih, which they had deſerved, 

and muſt have clsindured, | 
Reaſons And there is great reaſon why the afflition of the 
| i. Church ſhould fo affect vs: and that firftin regard of the 
f communion that is berwixt God and them : for they are 
| called the Lords flacke, his chicfe treaſure vnder heauen, 
WY os. his firſt borne, yea the very appleof his cye : and there= 
| fore being ſo deere vnto the Lord, they ſhould be deere 
ynto ys, and we ſhould haue a tender care of them and 
ET Too 7, -.:-:DG 
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mourne in our hearts for any euill that befalls them : as 
teremie did, chap.3o. that the Lords flocke ſhould goe in- 
to captinitic, 

Secondly, we ſhould bethus affected in regard of the 
communion that is betweene them and vs:forthey are our 
members, yea neererynto vs then our bodilie members : 
and wee ſhould haue greater care of the whole Church, 
than of our ſelues, becauſe it more concernes Gods glorie. 
Howbeit indeede in caring for them, wee care for our 
{elues too: labouring to prevent their aſfiictions,wee pre= 
vent our owne,and weeping for others miſeries,we get at- 
mor that will keepe off milerie from our ſelues, 

And thar there is no danger in dealing for the feruants 
of God, may appeare in Exodus, One would have thoughe 
there had beene ſome great cuill neere Hoſes and Aaron, 
when they muſt fetch out of Egypt ſuch a pcople from 
ſucha King: not onely by petition, but by command, and 
threatning ifhee would not yeeld: wee would have ima- 
gined that Pharaoh,a proud man, would neuer haue1ndu- 

xed this at their handes; and yet wee ſceethey were 1n pe- 
ril}, but of all others moſt ſafe. 

3 Thirdly, the affliction of the church muſt needs work 
moſt ypon the hearts of Gods choſen , becauſe of the in- 
ſultations and triumphs of the wicked againltthem, when 


they cry our, where # now there God? And that was it that Exod.zz.r r 
Moſes did vrge to moue Godeto ſpare his people, when Y##bers. 


hethreatnedto deſtroy them for their Idolatry, he intreats 
God to remember his great name and to ſpare them, /eſ# 
the Egyptians ſhonld ſay that hee had brought thens out m4- 
licionſly to ſlay them in the mountaines, andto conſume then 


from the earth: or that hetewas not able to bring them into 


the land of Canaarn.This is'it that goes to the heart of the 
faithfull, when they heare profane perſons reuiling the 
hoaſt of the living God. Oh theſe are your profeſſors (ſay 
they) theſe are they which runne with cheir bibles ro ſer- 
mons, theſe are they that were wont to brag that prayer 
would preuent or remoue Gods iudgements.; doe you 


not 


Uſe, 1. 


Amos.6,6. 


Iſa.22.12, 
13.14. 


6 The firſt Sermon. nn 


not ſee that they are ſwept away by the peſtilence as well 
as others? that they were pinched with pouertie and ne- 
ceſſitie as well as others? that theſe and the like deſpire- 
full and bitter ſpeeches and taunts, doe wound the verie 
hearts of ſuchas loue Gods glory, and deſire the proſpe- 
ritie of his Saints, and ſo cauſe them much to beyaile the 
tribulation of the Church. 

Here are to be reproucd all carcleſſe perſons, who,ſoit 
goe well with themſelues, regard not the Church art all: let 
it ſinke or ſwimme, all is oneto them, Sothey may bee 
free from the contagion, and fitte quiet in their houſes, 
whatſocucr becomes of their neighbours,it skills not:;T hey 
drinke vine in bowles, and give themſelues to all exceſle, 
but ne 2a s ſorie for the affiiftor of loſeph. 

This is a great fault in theſe daies, now many Chriſti- 
ans are taken away, and the ſword of the Lord is ſtretched 
out till, and many are ſmitten downe on euery fide; yet 
there is as much feafling and ſporting and frequenting of 
wakes,and thar on the Lords ſabboth,as if all thinges went 
well with vs. Which argues ftrange infidelicie, and is ſuch a 
ſinne as the Lord will purſue even ynto death, if ic beenot 
reformed: as the Prophet /ſaiah threatneth, /n that day 
(ſaith be) didthe Lord of hoſtes call unto weeping and monr - 
wing, and to baldneſſe, and girding with ſackcloth, and beholde, 
ioy and gladneſſe, ſlaying Oxen, and killing ſheepe, eating fleſh 
and drmking Wine, cating and drinking for tomorro we ſhall 
dye: and it was declared in the eares of the Lord of hoſtes. 
Ard whar followes therevpon? Swrely this sniquitie ſhall not 
bee purged fromyoutillyee die, ſaith the Lord God of hoſtes, 

Which being fo, it ſtands Magiſtcates vpon, to vſe their 
authoricie fortheredrefſſc 'of ſuch things, as are ſo dange- 
rous tothe whole ſtate of che land. 

But thereis yet another greater faulc amongſt vs than 
this that hath beene named. For many do nor only walke 
ſecurely in the afflition of their brethren, but deſire the 
continuance and increaſe of it, in hope that they ſhall en- 
largerheir poſſeſſions, -and better their eſtate by meanes 


there- 
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thereof: as if ſcarſitie of people did bring abundance of 
riches, whereas intrueth it is quite contrarie, But howſo- 
euer,thoſe chat hauc but a glimpſe of Chriflianitie in them, 
would rather haue the ſocieric of others, than live alone 
inthe middeſt of the earth. 

3 Thereisyera third and worſer ſort than theformer, 
which come juſtly vnder this reproofe: Such I meaneas 
long for fturs and mutinics and inſurreRions . Poore men. 
(lay they)can get nothing, but ſome fewe great ones carry 
away all, and ſothey grow to murmuring and repining,& 
multiply ſpeeches of d1{contentment: grieving and lamen= 
ting thatarc the taking away of the former Prince al things 
ſhould bee ſo quiet and peaceable. Downe(fay they)with 
theſc Magiſtrates and with theie Preachers, this roo much 
plentie yeelds ys nothing, and therefore they could alſo 
bee glad of ynſeaſonable weather, that through ſcarlicie 
of things there might ariſe ſome tumults, and ſothey 
might cer proviſion from ſuch as fall into their hands. 
Theſe haue bloudy hearts. 

Yet others there are that are worſe than theſe, who 
doe not onely wiſh for ſuch troubles on the Church and 
 Common-wealth before they come, bur retoyce at them 
when they are come: And when others eyes are full of 
rcares,their mouths are ful of laughter;as /eremie chargeth 


the Moabites: Hee magnified himſelfe jagainſt the Lord: pops 48, 
Moab ſhall wallow in his vomit, and bee alſo ſhalbe in deriſron: 16,27, 


For diddeſt thou not deride 1{raell as if hee had beens found 4- 
 mong theenes? For when thou ſpeakeſt of him thou art moned. 
This was their manner of dealivg, and this is the proper- 
tie of all ſuch wicked Moabites: they cannot ſpeake ofthe 
calamities of the faithfull, but they are wonderfully afte c« 
ted with joy, ſo that they cannot fir flill in their places, they 
are ſo moued with mirth and laughter . Theſe haue cruell 
hearts, and ſhalbe met withall accordingly as Moab was. 
5 Bur eſpecially arethoſec here tro be condemned that 
doe not onelie reioyce at the troubles, bur at the finnes of 
thoſe chat are religoiouſly —— ; if they ſlippe _— 
infic- 


hw 


Vſe 2, 


I/a.66.19, 


Dott,z. 
How long 
hum:l:ation 
maſt be con- 
tianed, 
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infirmicie, and fall into any ſinne: if they bee ouergone 
with worldlines (which is greatly to be taken heede of ) if 
they belifred yp with pride, and manifeft the ſame by vio- 
lence of words, or ations, or be tained with any the like 
vices, preſently they exclaime againſt them and take on 
beyond meaſure: Wot you what ? (ſay they) che great pro- 
fefſor hath ſpoken or done this or that : and ſothey areas 
glad together, as if they had gotten a kingdome, and 
came home in triumph. 

Herein they ſhew cthemſelues to bee right Satans ,who 
takes pleaſure in nothing ſo much as in fnne. 

6 And yet there is one higher degree of ſinne, contra- 
ric to the practiſe of theſe holy ones; which is, when 
men are ſo farre from grieuing that it goes ill with Gods 
ſeruants, that if they be ſornewhar amiſle , they will make 
them worſe,and help forwardtheir miſery,and for that end 
miſinforme and incenſe ſuch againit them, as they know 
will inflict puniſhments vpon them. Theſe are inſpired by 
the ſpirit of Satan, as thoſe who are mentioned in this 
text are inſpired by the ſpirit of God. 

2 This is for great comforc vnto themthat can mourne 
forthe calamities of the church. This is a notable teſtimo- 
nie that they are feeling members, and hauein them the 
life of chriftiavitie, when others troubles are theirs, others 
loſſes theirs,others reproches theirs, and any difireſſes and 
ſiraites of others are madethcirs, 

They that lament for Sion, ſhalbe comforted Wvith Sion. God 
hath promiſed them ſingular conſolation; itistheir porti- 
on, and they may confidently expetir. 

Verſ. 49. Hine eze droppeth without ſtay.| From which 
words this doQtrine may bee gathered. 

That wee muſt never ceaſe our humiliation , till God 
give conſolation, When the Lord miniſtreth ynto vs occa- 
ſion of gricfe, wee ſhould neuer furceaſe, varill he revive. 
our hearts, We muſt not begin in the ſpirit, andend in the 
fleſh: but hauing a good cntrance, wee muſt goe on with 
our worke and bring it co perfeCtion: and if God give vsa | 

5 CG oe: heart 
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heart to mmourne, ſet toit and never giue over, till hee ſer 
vs frec. So they are cxhorted in an other chapter of this 7 am27 2: 
booke, Let teares runne dawne like a riner day and night takg vaſ.18.19. 
thee no reſt nether let theYapple of thing eye ceaſe; ariſe, cry 
in the night, powre ont thine heart like water before the face 
of the Lord &c,Andivuſt itis,that we ſhould neuermake an 
cnde of mournipg, till God mzke an ence of afflictir.g : 
accordnig to their example who are mentioned in Nehe- Mehemi.s. 
miah,that wept at the hearing of the Law, tillihey were bid 9. 
to rcionce. It was a notable commendation of that people, 
thar they would nor leave off, till they had warrant to 
. leaue off. So cIHordecai when Onurene Heiter ſent him 
garments,tocloath him,and would hane had ht ſackcloth to be 
taken from him, hee :rou!d not recciue them, but humbled H:/cr.4. 5. 
himſelfe ſo long, till hee was aflureid of deliverance. 

So /acob would neuer let goe his holde, but til wrefiles Gy, ; 2, 
with the Angell, and continues weeping, and praying, till 
hee obtained a bleſſing: ſo the woman of Canaan (lickes 
cloſetoit, and isimportunate with Chriſt for her daugh- 
ter, and would nener deſiſt, nor let her ſuite fall, till ſhee 
had preuailed with our Sauiour. 

And there are reaſons, why wee muſt never breake off, 
bur fill continue our humiliation, and feruencie, till God 
ſhew by goodeffeRthat he hath mercifully reſpected vs, 
and our ſupplications. 

1 For firſt, what is the ground of true humiliation? Ts it , 1c, 

not (inceritie? Now whereſoeuer there is finceritic,therc is 
faith, and faith will never make anende till it conquer, 
it neuer gives the cnfer, bur it obtaires the victorie. 
For it hath to deale with God, and hee neuer bids ir 
make an ende; (ynlefſe ir be by way of triall, as hee dealr 
with /[aceb and with thewoman of Canaan)ull it have got= 
ten the deſired ſucceſſe. 

2 Aſecond reaſon may be, tbat Gods children haue 2, 
hope as well as faich;»ow hope nener makes aſhamed: becauſe Koms.y. 
itis never diſappointed of the thing hoped for. 


3 Thirdly, they haue loue, which makes vp a threefolde 
| C3 ©. ©. .eordep 
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corde, every twiſt whereofis fironger , than all the cords 
of the world: for lowe is ſtrong a5 death,&c, the coales there- 
of are ſierie coales, and a vehement flame. Much Water Can- 


not quench lone , neither can the floods drowne it ,&c, 
In regard of all theſe it is impoſſible that thoſe that 


ſoundly begin the worke of humiliation ſhould bee pur 


backe, vntill they have obtained their purpoſe. Which 
may be furcher ſeene in the ſpouſe, Canticles 3.nho never 
gives ouer ſecking till ſhes had found him whom ber ſoule 
loued. 

1 This therefore is to encourage men to godly con- 
Nancie, and importunitie, when any diſtrc fc lies vpon the 
people of God. If they be earne{{ for rheir deliverance, 
they ſhall not miſſe of their marke: bat thoſe that ſoVve in 
teares, ſhall reape in ioy, in the ductime of the Lord, Whe- 
ther they bee ſuters for the church, or commonwealth, or 
for themſelues, inregard of croſſes on their bodies, an- 
guiſhes in their ſoules, or affliftions in their eſtate ,the 
Lord will looke downe from his holy place in heauen vp- 
on them, and heare and helpe them at Jength, if they 
perſcuere without fainting. This is liuely and notably ex- 
preſſed ynto ys in the parable of the vnrighteous Iudge , 


Lub.18.12,% Who though hee feared not God, nor reuerenced man,yetheard 


the poore widow, and inthe end, did her right againſt 
her aduecrſaric, becauſe of her importunitie, Oh then what 
ſhall wee thinke of God? willa man, will a wicked man, 
will a mercileſfſe man bee moued by imporcunitie ; and wil 
not God, will not the gratious Godyrvill not the God that 
is full of compaſſion be moucd to avenge his ſeruancs,and 


' to minilter inflice vnto th227 rellyon (faith Chrift )I tharam 


Fe. 2, 


the wiſedome of the Father, and know all things,cuen/ re/7 
70n, that he will do it: He will anenge them,and that quickly. 
It js as poſſible that God;'ſhould bee without: caſe, as 
that. they ſhould be without hel pe. 
2 Secondly, they come iultly here to be reproued, that 
will ſet vpon Gods ſervices only by firs and ſtarts, It they 


.-haucnot preſent helpe from God,they will ſee ke yoto the 
| would 


% 
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' world, and vnto Satan, and to carnall meanes. If they 
cannot mend their eſtate by prayer, they will patchit-vp 
by oddge ſhifts : if their hearts haue not preſent comforc 
from Gods ſpirir,they will ſeeke comfort from ieſters and 
leaud companions. 

Commonly ſuch people grow of all other moſt bitter 
againſt thoſe holy exerciſes which they haue profaned,and 
therefore could have no benefit by them. Such were they 
of whom the Prophet Iſaiah ſpeaketh, who are ſo impu- 
dent and ſhameleſle, thar they dare expofiulate the mat. 
ter with God himſelte; Y/Vherefore hane wee faSted?( ſay 
they) wee haue puniſhed our ſelues, and thou regardeſt it nor. 
See what bragges they make of their ſeruices, they that 
doe leaſt and worſt, commonly brag moſt. But whar ſaies 
the Prophet? Behold in the day of your faſt, yee will ſeeke your 
owne vill, and require all your debts. 4. Bebolde yee faſt to 
ſtrife and debate,ch c.5.15it ſuth a faſt that I hane choſen,that 
a man ſhould affli&t his ſaule for a day, and boVv downe his head 
like a bull-ruſy? &c. Thus wee ſee what-reckoning God 
makes of their fafling, what account ſo euer they them- 
{clues make of it: and yet ifthey faile of their expeRati- 
on, they will quarrell with the Miniſters of God, with 
the word of God, and with God himſclfe; becauſe viing 
oy exerciſes carnally, they received no benefit by 
tnem, | 


l/a.q8.3.6c 


'3 This muſt bean inſtruction vnto vs;whe we are todeale w/e. ;. 


with thoſe that are afflicted in their ſoules, that we handle 
the matter varilie and circumſpeRly,whentheir hearts are 
wrought ypon; we ſhould nor help them too ſoone out of * 
their ſorrow, butexhort them to waite for comfortfiohea- 
ven: for all cannot be preſently well with the ſoule:-and 
therefore it is good wiſedome to aduiſe ſuch flill to_ hold 
on their courſe. Haue they begun to examine their hearts? 
ler them rifle yet further into them. Haue they begunneto- 
diſlike their finnes; and themſclues for their finnes? let 
them get a more thorow deteftation , and holy indigna« 
tion againkt them, —_ 
| G2 It: 
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It is not good for one that takes phyficke to giue vp the 
potion forthwith,as ſoone as it degins to worke. Perer as a 
wife phyfition gaue other countell co his heaters that be- 
gan to bee moued by his doctrine, They had beenc moc- 
kers, ani {coffers: they had crucified the Lord of life , and 
ſo exccedingly endangered their owne ſoules:; wherewith 
becing charged by Peter, and being pricked and flung in 
theic hearts and conſciences , they aske the Apoſtles; ex 
and brethren, what ſhall wee doe? He doth nor tell them, as 
ſome val killfull Miniſters would, your caſc is good: bee 
not diſcomforted,my ſole for yours, you ſhall doe well; 
but hee bids them amend their lives: repent, and get 
ſound and heartie ſocrow ſor their finnes, that ſobeeing 
throughly humbled, they might afterwards bee ſoundly 
comforted, 

Verſ.51. Mine eye breaketh mine heart.] The mea- 
ning of which words is, that his heart was maruei- 
lou{ily moued with the things that his eye did behold. 
Wheace this doctrine offreth it ſelfe for our learning: 
That good men muſt yſe cheir eyesto ſtirre vp their hearts 
to pitie and compaſſion, that ſo they may be pierced with 
griefe, and ſorrow. This wee haue proued vnto vs in the 
example of Chrilt Ieſus, the moſt abſolute paterne of all 
holineſſe: For it is ſaid of him by the Exargel/t CMarke , 
That when he lifted up bus eyes, and ſave the multitude which 
hadno faithfull Minifters to inftrudt them, hz wery bowels 
were moned with commiſeration towards them, b:canſe they 
were 4s ſheepe without a ſhepheard. | 

In this regard it is that Sa/omon deſcribing a good man: 
callshim 4 #247 of a good eye: and laies of ſuch an one:That 
bee will beſtow his bread vpon the poore, hee ſceth the faces of 
ſomepale, and of others blacke, byreaſon of long want 
and forbcarance of foode : Others hee beholdeth naked 
and colde, and expoſed to the inivrie of the ayre; and of 
all forts of ynſeaſonable weather. Now hauir ga good eye 
.hee will not onely take a view of them, but bee inwardly 
affected with the fight of them, and from a tender and 
K : | i pirifull 
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piciful] heart miniſter reliefe ynto.them, | | 
Hence was it, that 3oſes did not content himſelfe to 7, ,,:_ 
know of the miſeries of his poore brethren, the Ifraclites-Exod,z. 11. 
by heare-ſay, but hee would goe out to ſeertheir burdens, 
and how they ſpent their paines and their ſtrength, and 
afterall, were recompenced with firipes ſrom theirtaske- 
makers: which did ſo worke vpon him , that it made 
him firetch forth his hand to avenge ſome of them. 
So likewiſe in the Goſpell of CAarthew, it is fer downe 
as the propertie of all holy and religious perſons, zhat 
they will goe to the priſon to ſee, and to the houſe to viſe Mat-25.36. 
the difirefled members of Chrifi, and take all occaſions, 
to -ring their owne hearts to pitie their poore brethren: 
anc vill even compell their inward parts, to beare a bur= 
den with them, that they may bee more helpfull ynto 
them. | 
Which makes greatly for the reproofe of thoſe whoſe 77er. 
cyesandeares areas filthy finkes to conuey all yncleane- 
ncefſe into them, who haxe eyes full of adulterie, that they 
cannot looke about them, but they are ſtirred yp to beaſt- 
ly andvile luſtss Who have eyes full of envie , that they 2». 4# enui- 
cannot beholde their brethren, that are equall vato them, ozs exc. 
or goe before them, or come neere vnto them; but pre- 
ſently they fret againſt them, and others welfare is their 
woe and miferie. Others haue a Wickedeye,that they cannot z. A couc- 
looke vpon their neighbors cattle,ihouſes, poſſefſions,and 7045 oe. 
thelike; but forthwith their hearts are poiſoned with a co- 
uerous defire of them, and then they caſt about how they 
may make hem theirs; and if they cannot, they eate vp. 
their heatts with diſcontentment, as Ahab did. Agreeable 
to his, isthe place of Salomon,where hee ſairh; Aman of 4 
Wicked exe, lafteth after riches; but hee ſhews there, 'thar 
God ineetes with him: for hee ſhalbe ſo farre from get- 
ting more, that bee ſhall not keepe that which hee hath ;. 
but the more herunnes after riches , the ſaſter pouentie. 
ſhall pu: ſue him, | | -—-} PER 
Another kinde of ill cye, is aniggardly eye, __ 66%, 
y . 


1. An adul. 
terous eye. 


Pro.29, 22, 
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Pro.23.6- by the wiſe maninthe Proxerbs; where hee giveth this 
counſell: Eate not the bread of him that hath anemilleye,&c. 
that thinkes all loſt that goes from him, and all taken our 
of his Romacke, that goes into other mens bowels : hee 
will give men a welcome for faſhion ſake, but all that eate 
of his meate, are a vexation vnto him; and theſe thoughts 
runne in his head while men ficte at his rable:This coft I 
might haue ſpared: this would haue ſecued my familic all 
the wecke: I had rather haue their roome than their com- 
panic, that thus trouble and charge me. And ſo his hearc is 
euer full of diſcontentednefſe: Thus ir is apparant, that 
many haue their hearts ſinfullie affeted, by meancs of 
their eye; as Gods children haue them holily affeCted, 

Veil. 52. Mine enemie chaſed me ſore.) By theſc ſimi- 
litudes here vſed, ic appeares how: fierce chey were; and 
yet all was without cauſe, as the text witneſſeth, Indeede, 
God ſaw in them matter thar deſerued correction, and 
afflition; bur their aduerſaries had no'occafion offered, 
why they ſhould behaue themſclues ſo cruellic rowards 
them. 

Doft. 5. Fro which this doftrine maybe colleted;That the more 

The innocet harmeleſſe men be, the more they ſhalbe moleſted . This 

moleſted. wee ſee in Danid: hee prayed and faſted, and mourned for 

— his enemies;and yer they ſought his woe and ruine.There- 

'" fore heeſaithin one Palme, the foundations muſt bee caſt 

Pſal.1I.3. downe, and what hath the righteous done? there was great 
preparation, and there mul} bee ſore and mortall warres; 
they would ſweepeall away,and not leaue a good man in 
the land: but, Whar hath the righteons done? There muſt bee 

 ___agreatexecution; bur where is the conviction : that is juſt 

Lik.23,2, nothing?Sothey cryed againſt Chrifl; Away with him,away 
with him; cracifie him, crucifie him, &c.But what euill hath 
he done?(faies Piiate)OhPilate muſt know,that menſoiuſt 
as they were, would neuer haue delivered him intohis hads, 
_except hee had beene a notorious offender ;whereas 1n- 

.  deede, hee was 4 lambe witha:t ſpot, and none iniquitie 
was found with him. Agrecable to this is the ſaying of 
Dazid; 
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Danid,the Wickgd guaſnerb his teeth againſt the righteowr.The p/,1,19.16 
more innocent and iuſt any one is, the more heeſhalbe 
maligned and purſued. And this ftands with reaſon: 

x Becauſe wicked men hauea quarrell againſt Gods 1. Reafon. 
image in the innocent, as Satan their captaine hath, and 
therefore will they be bitter againſt them, | 

This may beſcene in /eremie, hee had donethem no 7er.t5.r0. 
wrong, butbrought vnto them the miniſterie of ſaluati- 
on; and yet euery one curſeth him, and cryeth out againft 
him; and why? becauſe God at that time ſhewed himſelfe 
more cleerely in /eremie, than in any other. The like vio- 4.7. 
lence they ſhewed againſt Srewen and Payl, caiting duſt 40-23-32. 
into the ayre, and crying out vpon them; that one would 
thinke them brutiſh creatures. And why were they fo full 
of rage againſt them, but becauſe they were full of grace, 
and dealt faithfully in the worke thac they were ſet about? 
becauſe they did helpeto raiſe vp the kingdome of Ieſus 
Chriſt, and ro racethe kingdome of Satan more than o- 
thers? But for Ieſus Chriſt, who was the ingranen image of bis 

father, they had a greater quarrell againſt him, than eucr 
they had againſt any. Towng Bulls of Baſan , ſuch as were P/al.z2. 
full of might and malice: Dogs and Lions, ſuch as were 


.full of rage and furie, did all beſet and compaſſe him abont; 


their madnes was neuer ſo great againſt any as againſt 
him, becauſe none was euer ſo good as hee, 
2 Anotherreaſon may be, becauſe there is a contrarie- 
tic betwixtthe good and cuill: though they be of the ſame 
countrey, of the ſame towne, of the ſame familie, yea of 
the ſameparcnts, yet are they not of the ſame world, For 
ſoſaith ourSauiour Chriſt to his diſciples; yee are not of jyyy, 15, 19 
this world, 8c, + | 
Eſau and [acobhad the ſame parents,and were both to- 
gether in the ſame wombe; and yet they contend one 
with another. Rebecah their mother would faine know 
the cauſe of it; the Lord tells her the cauſe. Two nations g; .c.. 
are in thy ombe; and two manner of people ſhalbee dinided :,, 
out of thy bowels: &c: The one the (ode of the ſerpent, = 
| 311 31 ROSOt D other 
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other the ſcedeof the woman . There is not ſo great enmi- 


tie betweene a man and an adder, as there is betweene 
the righteous and the wicked : and therefore no fauſkener 


. nor hunter: no hawke nor hound are more deſirous and 


1. Pet.4.4s 


Uſe I. 


Pfal.69.12. 


. 


greedie of the pray and game, than the outragious ene- 
mies of the church are of the deſtruction of Gods ſer- 
vants; becauſe they are poſſeſſed with the ſpirit of Satan, 
and violently ouercaried with helliſh-fiercenefle. 

3 Thirdly, the carriage of Gods children-doth diſgrace 
them, and therefore they maligned them : becauſe they ran 
not to the ſame exceſſe of ryot with them , therefore ſpeake 
they enill of them,Bor impious perſons reaſon thus: They 
goe to Gods houſe, F goe ro- the Ale-houſe: They cartie- 
themſelues ſobetly, Icarry my ſelfe intemperately: They 
are eſteemed, Iam contemned: I know they like not of 
mee, as I doe not of them, and therefore what miſchicfe I 
can doe them, they ſhalbe ſure ofir. 

This point miniſtreth yato ys, matter of inftrution:that 
whoſoeuer would walke in a godly courſe, ſhould looke 
for troubles, and that ſundry waies: yea-and to haue his 
very life ſtrucke at by ſuch as are enemies to the Goſpell 
of Chrift: orifthey cannot take away that, let him be ſure. 
his name ſhall pay for it, and be iniuriouſly and ſhameful. 
lie traduced.Whoſocuer reſolues tos line godly in Chriſt leſws, 
w3Hit looke for perſecmion. Itlis impoſſible that there ſhould: 

e ſo many fowlers and hunters, and not labor to catch 
ſomewhat, 

Indeede they wilbee fauourable enough to grofle adul.. 
terers, theeues, and other malefaRtors: and if any be more 
forward to puniſh and redrefſe ſuch; Oh itis great cruel- 
tie: they deale hardly and ſeuerely: they. would bee yery 
loath that breed ſhould be taken away. 

Bur if they be religious perſons that are to bee puniſh- 
ed,no torture is too great, no death too grieuous forthem; 
therefore let thoſe that are chriſtians looke toit: they: 
ſhall haue great men againſt them, as Dxid had princes:- 
-They ſhall haue meane men againſt them; as he had drun-«. 
kardson the ale-houſc benchto make ſongs of him; _ 
| Ty 
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they will ytter their merchandiſe, falſe tales and vile re. 
OrtS,'.' 

. Thoſe that are further off witbee againſt them, thoſe 
that are neighbours, nay ſome that are of their owne fa. 
milie wilbee againſt chem: no bands of ciuilitic, no bands 
of kindnes, wh, £70 of nature will hold, where the bands 
of Chriftianitie'are wanting. _. 

Bur if the caſe be ſo (will ſome ſay) were it not better 0;,570y. 
to let religion alone , that one may keepe himſelfe quier 
with out ſuch diſturbance? 

Nay, that will not bee a ſufficientreaſon, nor a warran- pee, 
table excuſe : neither n2ede any bee ſo farre diſcouraged : 
For as Chriſt ſaith; iw the world yee ſvall hawe trouble : So he 7,y,16 ... 
promiſeth, thar in him wee ſhall have peace and comfort: 
if there were a thouſand worlds, and all againſt one of vs, 
yet one comfort of Chciſt is able to counteruaile all their 
oppoſitions, 

. If God giue vs aſſurance of a better life, what great 
matter is ic if they depriue vs of this life? If wee ſec the 
Angels and'Saints, and Chriſt Ieſus, and the whole Trini- 
tic to bee with ys; what perillis ir, if allleaud baſe finfull 
men bee againſt vs? If God promiſe to make our names 
and perſons glorious, what neede wee feare __ they 
ſecke to make vs ignominious? Not one haire of our head car 
fall without Gods pronidence: Wee are not intheir power, 
thovgh we be in:their hands. | 

They may proceede ſo farre asto arraigne vs, conuict 
ys,and condemne vs; and yer(except God will) they ſhall 
not execute ys : though ournaturall brechren and filters 
and friends forſake vs, God will give vs new brethren and 
fiters and friends,that ſhalbee more kind and faithfull vn- 
to vs, than ever they were. 

But if men for feare of difficulties and dangers,will not 
aduenture yponreligion,are they ſure to keepe themſclues 
from troubles by that meanes? Nay,ifam an will noc ſuffer 
for a good cauſe; God can and will make him ſuffer for an 


ll cauſe. eAcbitopbel would leaue David, and take the 
SE flconger 


Vſe 3. 


Dot. 6. 
Outward 
affliftions 
wſually,ac+ 
rompained 


with inward in the! Chapter that wee have now in hand, verſ. 17.18. 
teptations. ' 


Job.3. 3.0 
Ter.I 5.10. 
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Ntronger ſide, though the worſer fide: but was notthat to 
his deſtruction? So /xdas, hee would turne from Chriſt to 
che Phariſes: but did chat bring him any peace? No, itten- 
ded co his ytter confuſion. = 
This teacheth vs another leſſon, that when we ſee men 
ſo hunted and purſued, wee doe not condemnethem pre= 
ſ:ntly and ſay,Surely theſe are bad fellowes: for otherwiſe 
they would neuer be ſo much tmaligned normoleſted. But 
what ſhall wee thinke of Gods people here chat were hun- 
ted and chaſed, and that for their lives; ſhall wee. ſay that 
theſe were the worlt in the world? Nay rather, if we would 
conclude any thing, let it be this : Theſe-men .are enuied 
and wronged, and wee ſee no euident cauſe why ir ſhould 
bee ſo ; therefore it is likeliethey are good men and deale 
faithfullie. ol ts aft) | 
Vetſ. 54. Then thought 1, 1 ams deſtroyed. | This was the 
caſc not onely of /eremie, but of the reft of Gods ſeraunts 
in captiuitic, they were euen paſt hope far any recouerie. 
 Thedoctrine that here may bee gathered is: Thar when 


troubles ariſe againſt our bodies and: lates; Satan labors 


to breed troubles in our ſoules: 'when there are fightings 
without, vſualliethere are terrors within. This is manifeſt 


Vi benthey were farre from peace and profperitie,then c 
conclude; their ſfrengtb and hope is periſhed from the Lord, 
Hee had made them many gratious promiſes (they could 
notdeny) but now they neuer expected the performance 
of them: all their hope was gone. 

And this we ſee that Gods children haue fiill beenc ex- 
erciſed with great terrors and feares within ,-when they 
haue beene ſet ypon by grieaous trials without: the erueth 
whereof weſee in /oband in /eremie,the violence of whoſe 
inward conflits, made them to breake forth into maruei- 
lous great diftempers. $42 Ht 

And this ſtands with reaſon * for in 'thoſe"times Satan 
will be readiero perſwadethem.. O1I LOG: 

If God Toucd you, hee would neuer Jet you bee in this 

eltate: 


' paireit ſelfe. 
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eſtate: as hedealtwith our Sauiour; fchou beethe Sonneof Maths. 2. 


God,command that theſe ſtones be made bread. As if he ſhould 


haue ſaid: Is this the God you: haue ſerued all 'this while? 


See haw hee deales with you now: You are certainely for- 
ſaken: if you willeate ſtones you may: other prouiſion he 
makes none for you; andis irlikelie then that you are the 
ſonne of God? If you thinke you are ſo ſtill, truſt no more 
in him, bur 'prouide for your-felfe;, 2nd' command” thar 
ng ſtones bee made bread, that ſo you may'haue reliefe 
that way. one HEY Te 
Shaw gil caſe ſtands thus, let vs in time of proſpett- 
tie, arme our ſelues with firong reaſons; whereby we may 
aflure'our heatts: that (the Lord is our'God: aridehis' will 
appeare:to be nomorethan needefull; ifwe'confider 
Gods deareſt ſeruants haue beene, an/are'pit tot and 


though they haue liad a good meaſure of confidence, yer 


their, grounds have'beene ſhaken, ant' thiey cthemſelues 


we 


Vſe t, 


much perplexed::God bath turned avay'hi; face from bes Pal.zo. 


and they. hane brenerranbied;) Sinee (I fay) the caſe Rands 
thus,:letvs get good eutdetice: for our: happie' cate in 
Chriſt, and forouriintereftynto crernal}ife,' Let vs haiic 
our hearts iſcaſoned withtrue pietie; withithe loue of Gods 
word; with. the feare of his name; *withzeale for his glg- 
zie, andthe like yermes'and'praces of God#holy 3 

and that before diftreſſes came, that fo. iti the etl day we 
may. hauegdod affurance;: of Gods'vnyaluable *and vn- 
changeablefauorin his fonne. | | 


For if weebeflacke and: negligent herein, and onelie- 


hopewell, and truſt that God wil bee mercifull ynto ys, 
and acceptof'vs for his:children, then when'Satan,' and 


we 


affliction, and our fleſh ioine together, ind make an aſſault 


again{tvs, our hope will proce but a brokenreede: wee. 


ſhalbe cofſed with euerie waue; yea ſore perplexed and vi- 
terlic ouerwhelmed in the gulfe of diftreſle, if not of deſ- 
Therefore let men make ſure worke before hand,eſpe- 


ciallie before deathapproch. For otherwiſe the divell will 
D 3 tell 


Zeph1.14. 
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tell chem; that then ir is too late to ſer vpon matters of 
godlines, as hee cuerperſwaded them: before'that it was 
too ſoone; then will hee bring before them all formerrec- 
konings, and charge vpon them the iniquities of their 
youth; andif their grounds be not yery good, theirhearts 
will vtterly faile them, and chen chey are vndone for 
CUCTs | 

For if the Church of God make this wofull complaint, 
that their hape and/trength were periſhed from the Lord:how 
ſhall wicked ynregenerace perſons be able to ſtand, when 


| God ſhall come againſt chem? 


Not with matters of temptation (as he doth againſt his 
children)-bue with matrers of truth; not of mercie, but in 
indgement; notthat the diyell makes them beleeuec ſo,bur 
that indeede. itis ſo. When God ſhall once begin to draw 
out his ſword againſtthem , where. will they bee then? If 
Gods children doe feele ſuch) a heauie burden of it, doe 


. not you thinke it will ptefle them downe to: the gates of 
| hellzWhen no/friend Gall-Ran@by them, no ſhifts and 


inventions of wit.ſhalbec augileableforrhem 2:1 when all 
mirth .willbe yncomfortable,and eucrie thing frowne and 
looke heavily ypon chem:' God,and Satan zand finne,and 
their owne conſciences, becing all vp in. armes againſt 
Wit Whepchis (Iſay) comes ypon them, (as:comeir 
will ſooneporlacer) which way canthey.turne them? and 
how can they ſhifcoff thay heapie loade of Gods wrath 
and indignation, which will lie as a mountaine vpon their 
guiltie ſoules? chough they haue beene. full of boaſting in 
the daics of theiriolitie, and hane vaunted what a notable 
faith they have, yet ( as Zephenie ſaith) in'that day the 
firong man/hall cry bitterly. | fil 
Howſocuer they imagine to put off theſethings, yet 
let them know thatrheir ftrength wilbe found roo weake, 
and their skill coo ſmall, to ward off the Lords blowes, 
The thiefe that hath courage enough torob and fieale 
ypon the high-waies fide, yet hath hee little enough when 
his poore executioneris to deale with him: cuen fo ſhall 
at 
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it bee with all wicked and proud men, when the time of 
their execution doth approch: their hearts ſhall faile them 
for the thingsthar ſhall come yponchem , and continue 
ypon them foreuermore.. 

2 Secondly, this dotrine offereth ynto the godly mat- 
ter of great conſolation: albeir their caſe many times 
ſeeme vncomfortable, yer they muſt not iudge according 
to that which they ſee: for God many times laics ſuch at- 
fliftions vpon them, that their caſe is thought both by 
themſclues and others to be deſperate and vnrecouerable, 
and yet indeede it is happie and blefled,, As it fared with 
Paxl, who had the ſentence of death paſt vpon him , and 
died dailic almoſt; ſo that when hee went ou: in the mor- 
ning, hee was in danger to be laine erc he returned home 
apaine: and yet God did yphold him, and made him 
hereby more confidently and comfortably to reſt and re- 
lie vpon him, 

So the good Prophets wife thought all help was gone: 
her husband was gone, her goods gone, herlaber gone, 
her children like to be gone, and ſhe had no meanes inthe 
world to relicue her ſelfe; yer eucn then when ſhe was al- 
moſt paſt hope, God prouided a competent eſtate for her. 
So Hezekgah- concludes that hee was gone, he ſhould ne- 


Uſe 2s 
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ver goe tothe temple wy more: neuer ſee man more a« //4.38.19. 


mong the inhabitants-of the world: his webbe was cut 
off, &c. with many ſpeeches to this effet: and yer wee- 
reade how God iced him againe, and prolonged his 
life for many yeares, 

Say then that one haue great diſcomforts in his ſoule; 
great breaches in his eſtate; grieuous and dangerous fick- 
nefle ypon his body, &c. yet here is his comfort, that God 
that raiſed yp others,can and will in duetime raiſe vp him. 


Oh but my faith faileth me, and is it not ſaid,according 0bie. 


ts your faith it ſhalbe onto you? 


True, if you haue no faith, you can looke for no Anſwer,-. 


mercie: but if you haue any faith at all, it ſhalbe with you 
according thereynto; but how fazre beyond it , God els 
you 


- 
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younot, for hee doth for vs' many times above that, that 
weecaen atheortbicke, ' 

But you imagine you haue no more faith, than youhaue 
feeling, whereas it is farre otherwiſe: there may be much 
faith, and little feeling: faith may be ſirong,and yer irong- 
ly aſſaulted: comfort may be departed, and yer not vtter- 
lie loſt: wee may feare wee are cur off, and yet not periſh: 
for Gods ſtrength and perfeCtion, is ſcene in our weake- 
nefſe and imperfetion: though wee cannot beleeue, yer 
God is till faithfull: chough children will not credic their 
parents, yet they willrelieue their neceſſities, and fo will 
God ours; albeit through weakenes of faith, wee cannot 

{o fullie apprehend and apply his promiſes to our 

ſelues: He ſees it is not malicieuſnefſe nor grofle 
infidelitie in vs; and therefore he will pitie 
vs, and beare with vs, rather than in 
ſcueritie proceede againſt vs. 


FINIS. 
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THe SECOND SERMON. 


Lamentations,chap.; . verl.5 5.8c. 


55 1 called vpon thy name O Lord, ont of the low 
dungeon. 
56 Thouhait heard my voice : ſtoppe not thine eare 
from my ſigh and from my crie. 

57 Thoudreweſt neere in the day that T called wpor 
thee: thou ſaidſt;Feare not. 

53 0 Lord thou haſt maintained the cauſe of my 


ſoule, and haft redeemed my life. 


59 O Lord,thou haſt ſeenemy wrong : iudge thou my 
cauſe. | 
60 Thou haſt ſeene all their vengeance, and all their 
acuiſes againſt me. 

61 Thou haſt heard their reproach, O Lord, aud all 
their imaginations againſt me. 


Ou heard in the words immediatly go- 7, ;gy. 


ED, C2 =) children of God were driuen vnto : 

PYſD, V4 IQ how they were caſt into the dungeon, 

YEH Ro) and ftript of all outward and inward 
LY WHY comforts. 


EW A in g before, the wofull diftreſſethatthe nexion. 
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Firſt, one is taken from their prefent behaviour rowards 


and mea- God; which was, that they prayed,and ſighed,and cryed,verl. 
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55-56, An4| that they might bee ſo much the more regar- 
ded, they declare that it was not without cauſe, that they 
were ſo carneſt with God: for they called vpon him ont of the 

low dungeon: verſ.5 5.that is, out of great and grieuous affli- 
_ Rtion. And yet further miſchiefe was intended, and their 
aduerſaries did ſpeake and plot all crueltic againft them, 
yerſ.60.Thou haft ſeene all their vengeance, and all their de- 
 nices againſt me: 61. Thon baſt beard their reproch, 8c. And 
that this might appeare not to be afalſe imagination and 
conceite of their owne, he ſaith; Lord thou hait ſeene my 
wrong, &c.T bon haſt ſeene all their rage, 59, 60. They are all 
euidentand apparant before thee, how cloſely and couert- 
ly ſoeuer matters be caried in reſpeR of men. 

2 The ſecond reaſon is drawne from Gods former 

oodnes, and pgratious dealing towards them, Hee had 
; 4 them and ara\vne neere vnto them: he had conſidered 
of them and of their cauſe: and they knew hee was (till as 
good as he was wont to be, and they vſed as good meanes 
as they were wont to doe; and therefore they conclude, 
that he that drew neere vnto them heretofore, would now 
doe the like againe; verſ\. 57.5 8. Theſe conſiderations doe 
xeviue their ſpirits, and raiſe their hearts euen out of the 
picof deſperation. And thus much for che meaning and 
order of the words, Now lect vs harken vato ſuch doCtrines 
and inſtructions as are therein contained for our lear» 
ning. 

Verl.55. called upon thy name. ]This is the ſpeech ofthe | 
whole Church, who by reaſon that they are members of | 
one bodie, and temples of one ſpirit, are brought in ſpea- 
king throughout this whole booke, as if they were but 
one perſon. By [/o\v dangeon| is meant deſperate cuils: they 
were as it were ſhut yp ina dungeon, where they had no 
hope of eſcaping: yet outof the'depth of miſerie and an- 
guiſh and horror, they called vpon the Lord ,Wheace na- 
turallic ariſcch this doQtrine, E 
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That there is nodiftreſſe, 'no breaking and cruſhing, Por. ! 
whatſocuer, that ſhall hinder-Gods people from praying phy fant- 
ynto him. It may for a paſſion and a fit, 'cauſe them to bee = Fo wa 
ata ſtand,and bring them cuen to their wirs end , as it did yen from 
theſe here; bur they will recouer themſclues and get hearr prayer. 
againe: and though in their diſlempers they ſay God hath 
forſakenthem (which is a wofull thing!) yet they reeall 
their words againe,and at length betake themſelues to the 
right meanes of recouerie; which is, to make their griefes 
knowne vnto God, who is ableto ſave and readie to ſuc- 
cour thoſe that ſceke vnto him . This may bee cuidentlie 
ſcene in Pal. 88.verſ.6. wherethe man of God bemoneth 7P/al.$8.6, 
his caſe, ſaying: Thom bait laid mee in the loweſt pit, in dark- 
neſſe, andin the deepe. Thine indignation lieth vpon mee , and 
thou haſt vexed me with allthe ranes. 
From which words,together with thereſt in that Pſalme, 
| wee may gather,that hee was in wonderfull ſore perplexi- 
| tie. Now in this extremitie what doth hee? O Lord God of 
| 2ny ſaluation (faith he) I cry day audnight before thee; as if 
hee ſhould haue ſaid: Though thou haſt cut off mee, yer I 
call ypon thee: 2nd though thy handlie heauie ypon mee, 
yet I pray fill. So Hezekiab was ſmitten (as it ſeemes) 1/aiab 38. r. 
with the plague, and that vnto death: and was in ſuch ex- 21. 
| tremitic ,7bat bee chattered hike 4 crane or a ſwalloW; avd | ” a 
| mourned like a doue: and concluded , that hee ſhould goe to * 
- the gates af the grane, and bee deprined of the reſiiue of bts 
yeares: His caſe in appearance was deſperate, ſo that it was 
, | as hardtorecover him, as to make the ſunne in the firma- 
| ment togoe backward : yet hee ſet vpon the matter by 
/ prayer, and obtained his defire;. infomuch that: fifteene 
| yeeres were added to. his daies, ſo that no man in the 
world had eyer ſuch aleaſe of his life as hee had. So /onah 
when hee fled from the preſence of the Lord, and was 
therefore caſt into the Sea and.ſwallowed vp of the whale: 
beeing ina low dungeon, where hee had neither ſunne-. 
light nor candle-lighc: yer hee, doth not thinke his caſe re- 
mediletſe, (as iadcede it was "_ but hee cryedin bis affiic- 
2 tion 
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Tonah,2.1.2 149 onto the Lord, and bee heard bim: Out:of the bellie of 
hall did bee crie, and God heard his voice: and then as finne 
and paſſion had brought him into danger , ſo repentance 

- and prayer did helpe him out of it. 

Yea the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, when the burden of our fins 
and of his fathers wrath for the ſame was ſo grieuous,rhar 
it made his ſoulc heauie ynto thedeath, and prefled bloud 

Luke 22.42 gur of his vaines : yet the more horror hee was in, the 

Heb, 5, Moreferuently hee prayed vnto his father. 

'__ * And thereaſon why Chriſtians cannot by any diſtreſſe 

Reaſon.r, be driven from prayer, is: | 

1 Becauſe hee that is once Gods child, is euerſo : and 
every child of God, haththe ſpirit of prayer, which will 
alwaies flirre vs vp, tomake requeſts with ſighs and grones 
that cannot bee expreſſed. 

If thoſe that caſt Gods ſervants in priſon, could with- 
all pull Gods ſpirit out of theirhearts, then they had done 
ſomewhat ro the purpoſe: but they may as well plucke 
the ſunne our of the firmamentr, as the holy Ghoſt out of 
their ſoules. And therefore they can never bring them ſo 
low, but they can caſt their eyes vp rowards heauen, and 
make their complaint ynto their God. Andif he be with 
them in priſon, as hee was with 7oſeph,their reſtraintſhall 
| be farre more pleaſarit than their adverſaries libertie: and: 
17.19.25. they ſhalbe able with Paul and Silas to fing Pſalmes at 
midnight through ioy and gladnes. 

2 Secondly, Gods children haue faith intheirhearts, 
and the nature of faith is to beare' downe'all before it,and: 
to breakethorowal manrier of lets and hindrances,There= 
fore Gods ſeruants hold yp their heads; becauſe their fair& 
owercomes the World: And therefore wicked hypocrites 
faint, becauſe the world oucrcomes them . When Gods 
child goes vnto the dungeon, faith goes with him; and: 
then hee wilt neuer giue ouer praying, bur bee more fer-! 
uent in praying. Me EWOsSCLRC1094 

Andthisis certaine, that in worldly helpes, the deeper 
diſtrefſes wee beein, the leaſt comfort they will aftoord' 

Fr nn | vs: 
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vs: ſo ſpirituall helps, the greater extremities we be in,the 
more comfort will they miniſter vnto vs. When wee are 
; helpleſſe and hopeleſle, then faith workes wonders, and 
| neucr ſhews forth it ſelfe ſo mightilie and powerfullie as 
when it workes alone. Beautie, and weaith, and firength, 
and other outward things of the ſame kinde, when miſe-= 
ries lie heavie vpon vs, and wee beginne tocaſt an eye to 
them, expecting ſome reliefe and comfort from them; will 
deale with vs, as the high Priefts did with /adas: When all 
went well with him, they made ſhew of fauor and friend- 
ſhip towards him: but when in the horror and anguiſh of 
his ſoule hee makes his mone ynto them,crying out that he 
had ſinned, betraying innocent bloud; they ſenthim away 
wich a cutted and vncomfortable anſwere: //hat is that to- 
5? (lay they) Such cold comfort ſhall we receiue from a- 
ny earthly ſupports and props whereonwereſft and ftayour 
hearts: when we haue moſt neede of them, they will ftand - 
vs leaftin Read. So that wee may truely ſay of them, as 
Tob did of his friends; miſerable comforters ave yee all.But as 
for thoſe that liue by faith in Chriſt Ieſus, they are vnder- 
laide with better props than the world can afford: for 
when they haue none other to deliuerthem,they can deli- 
ver themiclues by prayer,and by calling ypon Gods name 
out of the loweſt dungeon. | 
Firſt, this may ſerueto ſhew vs the difference betwixt the 2/+ r. 
wicked and the godly, in times of outward or inward af. 
 fliftion, when they drinke both of the fame cup, and are 
plunged inthe ſame miſcries. Caſt a wicked 'man into a 
dungeon and layhim full low , where hee. can meecte with 
no worldly helpe, and what courſe will he take? You ſhall 
ſee thareither he will blaſpheme God,and bite his congue 
for madnes, as they thatare ſpoken of, Reuel. 18. Or elſe 
hee will grow deſperate, and make away with himſelfe,as 
: dudatand Achitophe! and other monſters haue:done.. Bur 
' ter agodliemanbeelaid faſt in the ſame dungeon, hee 
'  Wilbetullofioy, whentheotheris full of deſperate griefe, 416, 25, 


and fing Pſalmes and pore forth many-holy prayers, in 
- E 3 Read. 


Wſe 2, 


Obieftion, 


Anſwere. 


Rom,s. 
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Read of the others, imprecations, and blaſphemous ſpee- 
ches. Peter and [nds had both dealt vofaithfully (though 
in a farre different degree and manner) with their Lord and 
maſter, and were both in the dungeon cuen in great per 
plexitie;but Peter goes out,conftelich this faule,weeps bir- 
terlie,and gaines exceedingly by it. /udas on the other (ide 
ſorroweth deſperately, and ſpeedily diſpatcheth himſelfe. 
Whereby doth manifefily appearethe different cariage of 
the faithfull and of infidels, when they are both ouerbur- 
dened with ſorrowes and miſeries. 

This is for ſingular comfort voto Gods people, in that 
no crofſe can befall them, to hinder their prayers; but all 
ſhall quicken and inflame the ſpirit of prayer in them. The 
iſſuc of their erouble, muſt needs be good, when they are 
watered with many holic teares, and ſantified by many 
holie requeſts, If they can waite till their harueſt come; 
ſuch a ſeede time muſt needs bring them a plentifull and 
bleſſed croppe of comfart. 

Oh, but what if the peſtilence ſhould enter into the fa- 
milie,and the houſe ſhould be ſhut vp,that no body could 


' comme to me? What of thatzrThe queſtion now wilbe,whe- 


ther you be a hypocrite or a Chriſtian? If you bee ſure that 
you areno hypocrite, then though no bodie come vnto 
you, yet God will come vnto you: and though you can= 
not goeto your friends, yet you may 'goe to God, and 
that will ſerue the turne well enough; the ſpirit of prayer 
will neuer faile you: and if youcan make your requeſts 
knowne vnto the Lord, he will cauſe all ro worke together 
for the beſt,and giue an happic ifſue,cither by life or death, 
vnto all your diftraRions, doubts and feares. 

Ver. 55. 1 called vpon thy name.) This was it that Girred 
chem vp to prayer, euenthe knowledge of Gods name; 
his maieſtic is ſo glorious, that it would make them flie 
from him: and his eſſence is ſo incomprehenfible,thar it is 
4 light that noe can baue acceſſe vnts, and a huge ſea thar 
will drowne ſuch as will aduenture ro wade into it:but the 
knowledge of Gods ſufficiencie to helpe, and of his mer- 

cie 
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cie and free fauor, whereby hee is readic to helpe; and the 
like is it that incourageth them to come before the Lord, 
Which affordeth this doctrine: 

That the name of Godis the onelie cauſe that brings Do@.2; 
Chriſtians into Gods preſence,and makes them to call vp- The»2ghe 
on his name with ftrong cries, and comfortable requeſts. _— 
This is euident, Pal. 9.10. where the Propher fheweth, ra 
how they come to ſeeke vnto God : They that knoWv thy belpfull m 
name will truſt in thee, for thou neuer faileſt them that ſeeke proyer- 
thee. How come they to ſeeke God? They firſt truftin God. 

And howcome they to truſt in Goe? By the knowledge of 
Gods name: which till men doe know, they can never 
truftin God, norſeeke to God... Therefore it is ſaid in the 
ſongs of Salomon: Thy name # an o:ntment powred forth : Cant.1.2, 
Ike vnto {that ointment mentioned in the Gofpell, which 
filled all the houſe with the odour of ir. No ointment can 
ſo delight the naturall ſenſe , as the name of God doth 
the hearts of the faithfull;zin which regard it is added in 
that place, Therefore the virgins lone thee: That is,fiichas do 
nor goe a whoring after fleſhly luſts, and after the vanities 
of the world. They muſt needs loue Chriſt, becauſe they 
know that there is no evill; but in his name they ſhall have 
a medicine againft it. No doubt, but there they ſhall finde 
arcſolution for it: no goodthing, but there they may get 
a certaintie of obtaining ir. This name of God is notably 
and comfortably ſer downe: Exod. 3 4.6. and /ſa. g. 6. 

In Exedas thus; The Lord,the Lord ſtrong, merciful, and 71, ym, 
grations, &Cc. of God, 

The firſtthing that wee may for ovr comfort here con- 
fider of, is the word /chouah: ſignifying the efſence of 1.7chonah. 
God, and his abſolute perfection in all his attributes, and 
ſhewing his conſtancic in all his properties that follow,as 
hauing his beeing in and of himſelfe; ſo that thts prevents 
an obiction, concerning all that which followes, For one 
might ſay,God indeede hath ſhewed himſelfe ſtrong, mer- 
cifull and grations, &c.But what isthat to vs now? Why he 
is /chonah, the ſame for ener : and therefore looke ___ ” 

at 


» 
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hath beene inthe daies of olde, you may bee aſſured hee 

will be the ſame ill, But becauſe this patt of Gods name 
$0 7, is handledelfſe where;itſhal be needelefc at largeto intreat 
Dods expo- of it in this place, 
ſition ofthe 2 Theſecond thing to bee conſidered is, the firength 
Command. of God, the Lord, the Lord ſtrong, &c. Whence wee are to 
yr _ learne, that all power is inhim, and from him, and for 
: p 5-8 him. And in like manner, is Chriſt called the mightie God - 
wah. Thereby implying not onelie that hee is mightie in his 
2, Strong, owne nature, bur that hee hath his might to yſe for our 
1/4-9:6- faluation, and our encmies deftruRion: and that hee doth 

and will vie itto that purpoſe. 

In which regard iitis ſaidinthatplace ; that hee js ginen 

* , #0 vs. Andinthe firſt of the Renclation, hee is ſaid to Wwalke 

I5, in the riddeſt of the ſeuen golden Candleſticks: that is, in the 
mid of his Church, and to hane feete of burning braſſe:Not 
onely totread downe all inward and outward enemies, 
but ro conſume them when they are downe: for in that 
reſpetare his feete ſaid not onely to bee of braile, but of 
burning braſſe. 

Ill weedes when they are cut vp, if the rootes beleft be- 
hinde, will quickly ſpring vp againe: therefore will Chriſt 
burne vp roote and branch, that there may be no feare nor 
dangerof their ſecond growth. 

So that if we knew this part of Gods name,to wit, his al- 
ſufficient power, what aſfliction or triall ſhould make vs 
faint? 

The leaſt temptation or aſflition, if God ſupport vs 

A.4.19. notinit, will bee too ſtrong for vs: the greateſt, yea all 
+% #1 ruſhingaronce vpon vs, if this mightie God bee onour 
fide, ſhall not he be able to hurt vs or daunt vs, 

This was itthat confirmed e Abrahams faith; as the A- 
polile Pan! witnefſech. Though Sarahs wombe were dead, 
hee knew God was not dead, but that he was able to give 
him a ſonne of her: And that that God who ſhall at length 
raiſe ys out of the dead graue, could and would raiſe bim 
vp aſonne out of her dead wombe. 


And 
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And ſo Hoſes, when hee had fixe hundred thouſand 3,4, 16, 
and vpward, to prouide for in the wildernes, wherehe had & 17. 
neither bread nor drinke for chem; yer hee trufled and reli- 
ed on God, who could bring water out of the flint, as well 
as out of the river; and bread out of the clouds, as well as 
out of the barne. Canaan hee knew could not maintaine 
them, without Gods bleſſing, and with it the barren wil- 
dernes could. 


So lewvathan when hee went againſt a great manie thou. 1.5am.14.6 


ſand Phileſtimes,he knew Gods name to be' Hightie]For 
hee ood reſolued of this; that God cowld deliner with few, as 
Well 4: with many. And yet Aſa went further: for when hee 
had a very huge armie nm him,and no equal 
forces in any proportion to wichRand chem,hee notwith» 
ſtanding comes confidently to God for helpe, aſſuring 
himſclfe,that God conld ſaue and deliner with none, as well as 
with many. 

And ſo may itastruclie bee ſaid , thar God can helpe 
by fewe friends as well as by many: yea, wichourt all friends 
and meanes, as if wee had all that the world could 
afford vs. | 

Oh but my miterie is deſperate! | 

Neuer ſay ſo: What if you be in the low dungeon? Was 
not /onah ſo? And yet hee prayed and was helped: there- 
fore neuer bediſmayed: Your troubles are great, but your 
God is greater: and mighticr ro heipe you out of them, 
than they are to holde you fali Rill. The Lord hath wade 
the heauens and the earth , by his worde, and that drow- 
ned the whole world in his diſpleaſure. This mighty Lord, 
I ſay, rides vpon the heauens (as itis De#t.33.) full of ma- 
ieſtic, and full of abilicie to deliuer you; and to ſer you free 
fromthe ficopgeſt bonds of affliction. _ 

3 Thetbird thiog in Gods name is,that hee & mercifull. 3- Merciful, 
Which worde fguifiech, thar God hath !uch bowels of 
compaſſion towards his ſeruants, as a mother hath to» 
wards the child &' izer wombe, Tiere neede not many ex- 


hortations, much le{{c an cicoqguent orationto a mother, o 
| flixce 


2 Ch103.1 4. 
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Alirre her yp to ſuccor, and relieuc her child, when it ſtands 
in ncede of her helpe : and yet putall che kindneſle of all 
the men and women in the world together,and it wil come 
but to adrop, in compariſon of that ſea of mercie that is 
in our mercifull God. 

Obie. And this propertic is well ioyned with the former: for a 
poore afflited ſoule hearing of Gods power might ſay: I 
know God is powerfull, but what is that to me? perchance 
hee may vſe his power to my overthrow. 

Auſwer. Nay (ſaies he) God isas mercifull as hee is powerfull, 
why then ſhould any bee diſcouraged by miſerie; fich thar 

is theveric obietof mercie? Whence it is that this argu- 

P71.6.2. 3. ment is often vſed in the ſcripture : Lord belpe mee, for 7 

P/. 86.1.2. avs ſoretroubled: Lord faue mee, ſor I am poore and needie. 

And this mercie of God wee may more cleercly fee: in 

Lukes, fhe Father of the prodigall ſonne,who perceiving his loſt 
child comming towards him , hee runnes towards his 
ſonne, and falls on his necke and kiffeth-him; giuing him 
all kinde entertainment that might bee: his verie miſerie 
was a ſufficient motiue to -worke- ypon his fathers heart: 
neicher doth hee at all vpbraide him with his former leaud 
behauiour, Now if any. carchly father can bee and ought 
to be thus mercifull, how much more will our heaucnly 
father, eſpeciallie ſince that hee loueth ys betrer than any 
earthly father can loue his children ? and ſhews forth his : 
loue vpon euery occaſion as the Prophet Hoſeab reftifieth, ; 

Hoſea 14.4» ſaying; I» thee the fatherleſſe findeth mercie. F 

Obicttion ,Oh but I am worthy-ofno mercie. 

4. Gratious. eAnſwer. What of that? Gods name is alſo gracions) 
Thatis, loving and ſhewing mercie without any merit: 
he will not carrie till-wee deferue it, but will freely ſhew 
forth his goodnes towards ys. Doe not wee giue foode 
and raiment to little children that hang onthe breaſts? If 
parencs ſhould Rayrill they deſerue it, they would neuer 
af to bee menand women. Therefore it is faid of e4- 

20x9.4.5, #raham, that hee beleened in him that inftifieth-the ſinner. : 
Noting chereby,that finne cannothinder Gods favor from —=| 
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offenders,!but thatfthrough faith they ſhalbe iuſtified,and 
made innocent in *Gods account, as ifthey had neuer 
offended at all. 

Let vs not then when wee are in diftrefſe, be diſcoura- 
ged, by reaſon of our corruptions , but goe tothe Lord 
who wil ſhew himſelfe gratious notwithſtanding them all, 

Oh but what comfort can I finfull wretch haue, to goe 04je&ion. 
to ſo holy a God? | 

Why doe you not know his name? He « 4 grations God: 4»ſwer, 
and when weecan finde no matter of worthineſſe in our 
ſclues, he can finde matter enough in his owne nature and 
in his ſonnes merits, If wee could finde any deſart in our 
ſclues, or our workes, God ſhould loſe his name of bee. 

Ing gratious. 

But alas, Ihave provoked him, and infily drawne his 06je&ior. 
hand ypon mee by mine owne finnes, 

Wha if you haue, bee # ſlow to anger. That:is, long ere , 51,4, 7 
hee be prouoked, and when hee is prouoked, ecafic to bee arger. 
appeaſed. Wee can no ſoonerfall out with our (innes, bur 
hee falls in with vs. An earthly father will not take euerie 
aduantage againſt his child; and when the child is gricued 
for a great fault, will not good parents be eaſilie ſatisfied? 

And why ſhould wee thinke God harder than our ſelues ? 
Artleaftlec ys make himas good as our ſelues,and be afſu- 
red that when wee haue kindled his wrath againſt vs, one. 
| teare of true repentance will quench all che flame thercof, 
F and draw downe his pitie and compaſſion ypon vs. To 
this Dawid giuethteſtimonie,ſfaying: The Lords ſlow to an- pſ.r61,8.9. 
ger, and of great kindneſſe: he will not alwaies chide, nor keepe 
bu anger for ener. Andthis hee himſelfe found by experi- 
ence, For when he, beeing a King, and that of Gods owne 
choiſe, ſet ouer his owne people, and withall a holy Pro- 
phet: in both which reſpe&s, hee was to bee a patterne of 
all gadlines and righteouſneſſe vnto others: when hee (I 
ſay) after many mercies receiued, had grieuouſly prouoked- 
the Lord, inſomuch as hee was angrie with him: andchen 2.S2m.r1, 


; did not repent for his finne, but lay in ir, 2nd added divers 27* 
: © nas 4 other 


Iſa,57.16, 


Objefaion, 


Anſwere. 


kinaueſſe. 
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other hainous offences vnto. it, yet' after | all this God 
doth not reiect him, but ſends »his -Prophet Nathan 


<©.$4w.1:,i3 vnto him, and is more readie to offer him pardon than hee 


is ro aske it, and when hee did but beginne to make con- 
feſlion of his ſinne, God tells him forthwith, that hee had. 
put away bis ſinne. NEE | 
 Andthis wonderfull readineſſein God tobee appeaſed 
cowards penitent finners,the Prophet //aiao maketh men- 
tion of; bringing in God himſellſe, ſpeaking in this man- 
ner: [will not contend for ener, neither Will [be alwates wroth: 
For the ſpirit ſhonld faile before mee , and 1 haue: maae the 
breath. Where wee (ce, that as Pſal 1ag; theres a reafon 
drawne from Gods nature why,hee cannot deale rigorou- 
fly wich vs; namely ,becauſc bee pities v4,45 a father doth his 
child: So herethereis a reaſon brought fram our nature, 
why hee cannot be ouer-ſeuere, to wit, that then: the ſperit 
would faile before him: and thoſe whom hee hath made and 
redeemed, would periſh and bee ytterly conſumed. Men 
were not able to beare the 'continuance and gricuouſneſſe 


of his hand, but would finke ynder their burden, and ſo _ 


ſhould be a greater loſer thaw they, in that he ſhould loſe 
them, whom hee hath ſo longand ſo intirely loued , for 
whom hce hath ſo deerely paide: and therefore hee ſaith, 
that hee will not contend for ener ,&c. | 

But ſome might ſay, itis true indeede, there is no fault 
on Gods part: if I could fie my ſclfe to ſeeke for mercie, 
and to receiue mercie, as I ought to doe. Bur alas, I come 
farre ſhort every way: my prayersare fewe and weake: my 
memorie is fraile and ſlipperie, I cannotconceiue nor ca- 
rie away the Sermon, norprofit by the Sacrament, and 0- 
ther of Gods ordinances, ''' . '; 

Wha of all this? You muſt remember that God is abun. 


Abundantin dant in kinaneſſe, bee will not breake the braiſed reede, nor. 


quench the ſmoking flax. I. is the propertie of kindneſle to 
take ſmall things 1n good worth, to paſſe by. infirmities, 
and to bee eafie to bee! intreared . And this is evidedtin 
earthly parents: for they will accept of veric ſmall marters 
at 
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at the hands of their chilten, that would:doe betrerifthey .. . 
could: how much more will God; whois the ainthor: of 
all kindnefſe both in-men and beaſts? - who knoweth 7/2150. 
y"bad Wee are made, and' remembreth that wee are bnt 
H]j# « ; $070 | | LE 
Indeede, if weeline. in preſumptuous- finnes ; and: bee 
proud and tomackfull;-and willnor:ftoupe''yiider Gods 
hand, then Godsgreateſtkiadheſſs is co:ſcourge y8;vntill- 
hee bring vs home to: himſelfe Bar/ if wee be onee pure 
and humble in heart; though' wee cannor attaine'to that: 
meaſure of ſanRification as others hane,nor powre out our. 
ſoule in prayer as wee ſhould, md*as wee would , yer 
God will take all ingoodd pan2Heethatwiltreward'a cup 
of cold water, hee will rewardaeold prayer,God lookes 
not for perfeRtion from poore' weake creatures;that ate 
fullof imperfeRion. v2 9 EO BISUT att 
But how ſball I know that thiski»dweſ 'of God ſhalbee ,,. .. 
performed ynto me, ſeeing that I haue'prayed and waited! 
long, and yet amneuer the neerer? ef 11,73 2110 
Becauſe (as it foilowes inthe next place) God is abin- Anſwere. 
dant in trmh as well as in kindnefle. As hee never threatens 7 46b»udant 
any thing, but he executes it: ſo hee never promiſeth any *” 71%. . 
thing, but hee performesit. Never any yet could: charge 
him with breach of promiſe. He hath ſaid, #har thoſs that pi... 
' feare him, ſhallwant nothing that 1s good: Call vgon mie un the 1c. 
: day of trouble, and Ivill deliver thee, &c. And the like, who P/al.50.15.. 
: euer didſo, andfound not according to his expeRation? 
' If then none hauecuerfailed of his hope,whby ſhould not 
we reſt ypon his promiſe? Take away his tzuth and take a-« 
way his Godhead. | : a, 
Many there are in tlie world, who, when their money 
and friends, and outward ftaics are taken away, beginreto 
thinke with themſclues, what ſhall wee doe now? What 
will become of vs? Wee ſee all is gone: Bur is Gods truth 
gone? Hath not hee promiſed to provide for vs When we 
are poore,as wel as when we are rich!When we arc in ſick- 
neſſc; as well as when we are in health? Hath norhie ſajo: n 
| BE. 3. Ws 
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web.r3.6. Wil uot leane thee rior forſaks thee? Did not hee prouidefor 
vsin our infancie? And why ſhould nor wee truſt in him 
as well in our age? Oh, then we had good friends to looke 
ynto vs. And who raiſed vp thoſe friends? Cannot God, 
that inclines the hearts of ſome to pitie vs then , draw 
others hearts to haue compalhon on vs hereafter? 

Oh} butI know no friends that will ſhew me that fauor? 
Neitherdid you: in your infancie,' and yet God did-pro- 
uide ſome , and that without yourintreatie . How much | 
more will hee doeit vpon your faithfull prayers? Or els 
(which is beſt of all take you co himſclfe, where you ſhall ; 
Rand in no more neede of friends and helpers, 

8 Reſeruing Bur. becauſe weeare mich led'by example, and looke 

kindues for 1, God hath dealt with others: therefore hee addeth 

—_— ,[ reſerning mercie for thouſands] Giuing' vs to vnder- 
Rand thereby, that hee hath flouds of mercie forall that 
Rand in neede thereof. Neuer any went to God for mer- 
cie, but hee found mercie; if hee ſought in faith, as God 
bids him. | 

With earthly Kings, hee that 'comes not firſt ſpeeds 
worſt: but ic is not ſo with the King of heaven : hee 
hath ſufficient forthoſe that come to him laſt, as well as 
forthoſe thatcometo bim firſt, Wee ſee this in a crearure þf 
of God, eueriin the ſunne, which communicates his light 
to. all, thoughthey beeneuer ſomany, as well'as if they 
were but a fewe. And what ſhall wee thinke of God the 
Creatorof the ſame; cannothe comfort many thouſands 
as well as one perſon, and yet his ſtorenot:bee leſſened a 
whic? Yes ſurely, there are many thouſands in heauen; that 
were once as bad as wee are, and yet now'they arciin a Pa- 
radiſe of re(}, out of the reach of all finne and forrow. And 
who would. not come to ſuch a Phyſition , as hath 
wrought a perfeR cure of ſo many, and that of free coſt, 
and never ſuffered any one to miſcarie that was willing to 
be his patient? _ 4 [1-34 $5440 

Men would lie atthe poole of Betheſda many yeares,ex- | 

lob$. 'peRingrobee healed ; wee neede not lic ſo long at the 
| gate 
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gate of heauen, for the curing of our ſoules, but wee are 
ſure to be perfeRtly helped, when wee are truely humbled 
and fitted forhelpe. | 

Bot my miſeries doc nottrouble mee ſo much as my 06je#, 
finnes, which are many and grieuous and of long contl- 
nuance. 

For anſwere to that hee ſaith, that God forgineth: iniqui- 4vſvver. 
tie, tranſoreſſion, and ſane.) Andif he ſhould not ſhewhim.. 9 Forgiving 
ſelfe to bee ſuch a God towards the militant Church, hee 99/4 
ſhould loſe his name and his people at once : but hee par. 
dons all theſe kinds of finne. /ziquitie] That is, originall 
finne, and the peruerfenefle of our nature, that cleaues ſo 
faſt vnto vs: Travſgreſſion:] That is,finnes of rebellion and 
preſumption: And Sinne:] That is, finnes of cuſtome, and 
ſuch as are growne to a habir. If any one be wearie of this 
burden, God will giue him a ſpecdie diſpatch. This a man 
may boldly claime ar Gods hand, and intreat him to bee 
God: for that hee could not bee, volefſe. hee ſhould per- 
forme thisforys. | 

This isalſo the name ofhis ſonne, who is called eſa, nizth.r,21, 
becauſe hee doth ſare his people from their ſinnes . Therefore 
let vs take the accuſation 'and humiliation for ſinne ypon 
} VS, and pray to God to pardon vs according to his name : 

and then God will take away the guilt and puniſhment of 
ſinne it ſelfe from ys, and be fullic pacified rowards vs. 

But yet there might ariſc an other obieRion (as-vnbe- 04;e5; . 
liefe isfull of chem) which is this: for all that hath been 
ſpoken of Gods goodnefſe towards his choſen, yer wee 
ſee wicked men proſper and hold vp the head: and Gods 
children finke and are trampled vnder foote., And then 
there comes muttering and repining thoughts, that God 
doth not governe the world righteouſly :: Magiſtrates 
looke not to their dutie well : That thoſe that are men of 
place and authoricie, haue not courage for the truth, and 

ſo the righteous are wronged, and the Church ouer-runne 
by the vngodly of the world. | 
Nay (ſaith CHoſes) bee holds not the-wicked innocent} 1&t 11fouer, 


them 
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Not holding them take their ſwinge,and make hauocke for a time:God 
the wicked may ſpare them long, yet will vifit thematthe laſt. Accor- 


1479ccst. 
Y,4huit i. 
2. 


Hab.i.12. 


Obie. 
Pſal.7545« 
Anſwer. 


1} 1ſiting. 


Obief, 


Anſwer. 


Chriſt a 
counfeller, 


ding to that of Nahum: Gods 1ealous, and the Lord rewen- 
geth: The Lord rewengeth, euen the Lord of anger, the Lord 
willtake vengeance on bu aduerſaries, and be reſerueth wrath 
for his enemies. The Lordi ſloWv to anger, but hee is great ins 
power,and willnot ſurety cleere the wicked, ec. For as Habak- 
kuk faith, hee bath ordained them for indrement, andeſtabli- 
ſned them far correttion..! Y 

Yet wee (eethey goeto their graues in peace, and are 
not in trouble like orher men. 

Say they doe: yer God will mecte with them in their 
children, and puniſh their finnes in their poſteritie: as it is 
ſaid inthe text, //+/iring the iniquitiesof the parents upon their 
children, and pon their childrens children, unto the third and 
forth generation, They ſhall taſtof the bitter cup of Gods 
wrath here, as their fathers doe in hell. Oh, but who ſhall 
doe this? There is none to curbe them! Yes God himſelfe 
will doe it: hee will viſit them for their ſinnes. 

Here wee ſee what anumber of temprarions are ſwept 
away, by the right vnderſianding and applying of the 
name of God. 

Now for that other place, Jſaiah 9.6.Chriſt is there ſaid 


to bee a comnſeller, the prince of peace, &'c, Sucha counſeller 


as is alwaies-at hand ro aduile vs : for hee walkes in'the 


, mids of ys. Such a one as is furniſhed with wiſedome ſuffi. 


Reuel.1. 


cient to counſel! vs: for hee is the ancient of daies,and che 
yeric wiſedome of the father. Such a one as will giue vs his 


_ aduice freely. And laitlyſuch a one as can and will make 


his counſelleftettuall, for hee zs :he mighty God,and can do 
whathee wili. Therefore wha: ſhould a Chriſtian trouble 
himieltc? Hath hee ctaftie enemies? Goe to Ch:itt for di- 
recion, whoſe wiſedome is infinitely beyond cheir poli- 
cie. Hath hee (irong enemies? Goe to him who is mighti- 
er than chey all. Ina word, hath be any our ward ition 


orinward corruption, thar doch annoy and trouble him? 


Let him haue recourſe tothis name of God, and ys he 
all 
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ſhall finde aremediefor all; which beeing ſo many waies 
profitable and helpfull ro a Chriſtian, that muſt needes 
follow, which was at firſt ſer downe,to wit,that the know 
ledge of the name of God, is a moſt effeCtuall mcanes to 
draw vs ynto feruent and fairhfull prayer. 
"This therefore ſerues firſt to confute ignorant perſons, 7* 1." 
and to ſhew that their prayers are bur the exerciſing of 
cheir tongues, and of theirlips; becauſe they are not ac- 
quainted with Gods name : and thence it is thatthey giue 
ouer praying intime of miſerie. When they haue money 
and friends,health and firength and the like,they beginne ; 
ro thinke and ſpeake with David: That their mount i ſo 7/9:39: 
ſtrong, that they ſhall nener be caſt downe: and conclude 
with therich man in the Goſpecll, that they hane riches laid 

for many yeares, and therefore bid their ſoules vake their 
reſ/. But what ſaith God,thow foole, &c. Theſe are ignorant 
fooles indeede: for doe they not know that power belongs /al.62; 
onto God? [s it not his name to bee called the mightic Goa? 
Riches have nopowerar all in them, they cannot make a 
| manliue one houre longer or happier. 

When Danid boaſted of his tubiets and ſouldiers, and 
of the arme of fleſh that hee had gotten, what became of 
it? God withdrew his face a little, and his ſonne and ſub- 
iects and all were againſt him. And as riches haue no pow- 
er in them, ſo neither doethey procure any iot of kindnes: 
for kindneſſe belongs vnto God, itis his name to be abwndant p/z1.z; 
in kindneſſe: And therefore wee muſt goeto him for theſe 
things, and not tothe world: and it is Gods mercie. that 
men ſhould ſomctimes deceiue vs,that ſo we might learne 
to truſt in God, and to ſeeke to God for theſe things,and 
not ſo much vnto outward meanes. Carnall meo in their. 
proſperitie will bragge , that they can call vpon God as 
well as the beſt of . «6 But this is ſure, if Gods nawe be 
notas an ointment powred out and ſpread ypon their 
hearts, in time of diftreſſe, they will ſeeke vnto any rather 
than vnto God, And thence it is,that when outward things 


faile them, they are altogetherhartleſſe, and comfortleſle: 
Hs G They 
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Þſe 2, 


/[t3. 


Pro.18. 10, 


They complaine that they want many things, and ſo they: 
doe indeede; butall is for that they want the knowledge. 
of Gods name: which whoſoeuer knows, he will not di-- 


Aruſt God though hee haue no meanes: nor truſt in them, 


though they hauc all meanecs. 

- Secondly, this is for infiruction: if we wauld haue com- 
fortable hearing in heaven, in all our wants and miſeries.,. 
wee muſt labor toknowGods name, as it is revealed in 
his worde, that ſo wee may bee able to retoyce inall di- 
Nreſſes, and to quiet our hearts in all diſtempers. And 
when we find more than ordinarie diſcomforts, let ys take 
occaſion thereby ro condemne our {clues for our igno- 
rance of Gods name, \. 

Many that are accounted wiſe men, are too much caſt. 
downe inthetime of miſerie,which is an euident Higne thar 
how excellent ſo euer they be for worldly policie, yerthey 
want this heauenly wiſedome. For if they were acquain- 
ted with Gods name, they-ſhould be able comfortably to 
powre our their hearts before God, knowipgrthat the Lord 
which created all things of nothing,is able to ſaue without 
meanes, and againſt meanes. 

Thirdly, this is for ſingular conſolation to thoſe that by 
many wofull miſeries, and ſore temptations, haue gotren. 
ſome experimentall knowledge of Gods name: not a ver= 
ball, but a working knowledge. They haue felt his power, 
and taſted of his mercie,and grace,and kindnefſe,&c. Such 
haue enough, yea more than all the world to Ray vpon : 
As Salomon (aith; the name of the Lord & a ſtrong tower , the 
righteous runneth vnto it aud ts exalted. Here is arefuge and 
a hiding place for all iſt men, andfor noneels. 0D 

Others may make a kinde of offer, to goe towards that 
Tower: burtif they faile in righteouſneſſe, they will bee fo 
farre from running, that they will goe limping, nay, hale 
downe right, and never come thither;: bur all that are vp- 
right in heart, may bauefree acccſſe, and ſufficient ſhelter 
when they come hither, nor onelic from che invaſions of 
men,bu; from the wrath of God, and from che Money % 
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God, as the peſtilence or the like: yea,from the furie of Sa- 
tan,and fromthe aſſaults of finne. 

' All other towers are but poore weake cotages,Let men 
dwell where they will, whither can they goe, but death wil 
finde them out? They may flic from the Plague, bur, God 
will purſue them: for he is not an archer that hath but one 
arrow; orſuch arrowes onelie, as will reach thoſe thar are 
neere : but though they ſhould 'runne to the end of the 
world, hee is able toſhoote at them, and the arrowes of 
his vengeance will findethem out.No ſtrength can defend 
them,when he comes againſt them with his ftrength: nay, 
all the power of men is bur a broken reede, and all meanes 
a of no force in tkemſelues, If wee onelic vſe them in obe- 
dience, they will bee as a ſtaffe toleane vpon: if wee reſt 

on them, they will be as a broken ftaffe that will decceiue 
ys,and giue vs afall, | 

Vetſ. 56. Thouhait heard my woice, ſtop not thine cares. 

57. Thoudreweſt neere, &c.Whence this doQtrine ariſeth: 

That Gods children in their prayers and ſervices , doe DoF. yz. 
marke and knowhow they ſpeed: ſo that they cannot on. YVemuft 
lie ſay, I thanke God, at ſuch and ſuch a timeT prayed, but 9/erue => 
O Lord thou diddeſtthen heare #»y voice,then diddeſt thor avg 
1 draw neere unto mee: at ſucha time Iwas put to it, and excrciſes, 
thou deliueredſt mee out of great danger. Iris wee ſeein 
the ſpouſe, who when her beloued was departed from her, 
ſaith, /w my bed night by night I ſought bim, Whom my ſoule (ant, 3.1, 2, 
loneth, and found him not . Shee had not that ioy and re- 
freſhing, as ſhe was wont to haue, from the vſe of the pri- 
vate meanes, and ſhee knew ir, and obſerued it full well. 

Then ſhe went abroad, and there found as little ſucceſie. 
Afterwards ſhee comes to conferre with Gods Miniſters 
how ſhe might recover her loue to Chriſt, and the feeling 
of Chriſts loue vnto her, and yet there ſhee had not that 
[ full ſucceſle, as ſhe expeRed. Then ſhe goes a little farther, 
that is, (as was before ſhewed) waits patiently vpon God, 
and then ſhe found him whom her ſoule loned,and tooks hold of 


him;chacis, faſter hold then ever ſhe had done before. She 
— G 2 had 


Lament. 3s 
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had paid ſo dearely for her negligence, that ſhe would be: 
warie how ſhe failed in her dutie any more. So that when. 
ſhe ſped well orill, ſhe knew how it went with her. This 
point is further proued vato vs out of another verſe of this 
Chapter of the Lamentation, where theſe words ate vſied : 
VT het [cry andſhonte, hee ſhutteth out my prayer : Not but 
that God tooke notice of it, and hada time to reward 1t:. 
bur for the preſenthe gane them no anſwere. | 

They had hard hearts, and God ſawthar one crie and 
ſhoute would not be ſufficienc ro mollifie and ſoften them: 
and therefore helets them pray and cry againe and againe, 
and yet till they had the repulſe, as they obſerued to their 
greatgriefe. Anſwerable to this,is that in thePſalme,where 
Dau ſaith, If Iregard Wickgdueſſe in my heart , the Lord 
will not heare me: Bat God bath heard me, and conſidered the 
voice of my prayer. ins 

And there is reaſon why as they did marke how they 
ſped, ſoſhould wee alſo, 

For valcfſe wee doe ſo, it is impoſſible that wee ſhould 
euer bee thankfull forthat wee receiue, or lay vp any ſtore . 
of comfort againſtthetime to come. If wee ſpeediill, wee 
ſhall goe away without any care or ſtudieto grow better: 
if wee ſpeed well, wee ſhall depart without any deſire of 
glorilying God , or of confirming our hearts for after-. 
wards. 

Whereas diligent obſeruation how God deales with'vs, 
would worke in ys great experience, both for our humilia- 
tion and conſolation. 

For ſometimes Gods ſeruants haue a comfortable an- 
ſwere to their ſutes,and then they come away as freſh,and 
nimble, and ioyfull, as if their hearts had beene made glad 
by ſweet and pleaſant wine. At another time, they come 
limping, and fainting away, as ifthey had beene ſtrucke 
onthe head, So for theSermon , nowand then they de. 
,Þart from it, as from ſome notable feaſt, ſo merrie and 
comfortable, as if they had made the beſt bargaine that 
ever they did in their liues; at ſome other times they come + 

Our 
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out of the-church hanging downe their heads and full of 
penſiueneſſe, as if they had receiued the ſentence of death. 
Whatis the cauſe hereof? Profane perſons thinke they are 
the melancholieſt, and vnconſtanteſt people in the world. 
But will not they themſclues;looke heauilie on the mat- 
ter, when they are crofled in things that are moſt deere vn- 
to them? And why then ſhould they blame Godsſecruants, 
if they be ſometimes merrie , and ſometimes. heauie, ac- 
cording as they are croſſed or comforted in the worde of 
life, which is more deare ynto them, then all the treaſures 
of the carth?- Howfoeuer they may charge them to be vn 
conſtant, yet indeede they themſelues are more yncon- 
Rane: Forletthem haueto deale withſome great Iudpe,a- 
bout matters of their eſtate, and let them be told this day, 
that they are likely to haue good and fauourable hearing: 
that the Iudge likes well of them,and of their cauſe; how 
ioyfull and iocund will they be? How will they talke of ir, 
and in a ſort boaſt of it ? Bur letthem come to.the Iudge 
themſclues the next day, andlet him frowne vpon them, 
and tellthem; I vnderſtand youare a leaud fellow:I know 
your practiſes well inough: looke to your ſelfe and ace 
quiteyou well, left Iftrip you of yourlands and life co- 
gether . Will not ſuch a ſalutation caſt them into their 
dumps, and make them looke. heauie and ſad ,; as if they 
were halfe dead? And if one ſhould aske them:»why are 
youſo variable? They would wonder why he ſhould make 
ſucha queſtion. Haue wee not juſt cauſeto bee calt downe 
(would they ſay)when the Iudge that gaue mee ſuch good 
hopes before, doth now looke and ſpeake ſo wrathfullic a- 
gainſt mee? And wherefore then will you finde faule with 
Gods ſeruants,who deale with the King and Iudge of hea- 
uen and carth,in the matter oftheir ſaluation: whoſe fauor 
they eſteeme more thanall things inthe world:and whoſe 
diſpleaſure they feare more then all the mens in the world: 
yeathen death it ſelfe? Why (I ſay) doe you finde faule 
with them, if their comforts. cbbe and flow,as matters-goe 
better or worſe betwixt God and them? i | 


ſel. 
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This is for cofutation of carnall hearers,who are affeted 
at all times alike. They haue heard many hundred fermons, 
but they were never more comforted at one;,'than at ano- 
ther, They are none of theſe changelings, but the ſame 
men till. Bur let ſuch know, that hee that doth neuer feele 
himſclfe ſicke, it is greatly to bee doubted hee is quite 
dead. Pas! was once-aliue, before the Law came', and ſo 
are all ynregenerare men in their owne conceite: they can 
heare the word withourfeare and erembling (they thanke 
God) and bee neuer troubled in their conſciences as ſome 
are. Doe you thanke God for this ſenſlefneſſe? Nay', doe 
notſo,for that is a ſhamefull raking of hisname in vaine: 
but rather repencbetore God; and 'craue pardon ' for the 
ſame. For they chat feare leaſt, arecthe moſt hard-hearted 
people of allother, and they never ſucceed well. 
| Thelike may be ſaid of them who are alwaies alike af- 
fected in prayer:they neuer yet knew whata faithfull pray- 
er.meancs. q 

Secondly, this is for comfort to thoſe that ſee how th 
thrive, 'and marke.when they ſpeed well or ill, when they 
cometothe word, to prayer, or the Sacrament:if chey find 
a goodeffeR, they may bee aſſured chat God loues them; 
and ſo be thankefull for his mercie, and confident thereof 
for afterwards: If they goe away without an anſwere,and 
without comfort (as many times the Saints of God doe ) 
they ſhall gaine a greater meaſure of humilicie, and bee 
more broken hearted: and though they cannot end with 
thankſgiuing , ;yer they may end with the prayer of the 
Publican; ' Lord be mercifull unto mee a [mner. 

And there is as great gaine by humiliation at ſome- 
times, as by conſolation and ſweet feelings at other times. 
For if wee ſhould haue alwaics a preſent anſwere , wee 
ſhould grow ſecure, and contemne theſe anſwers of God, 
For ſuchis our vile nature, that when things grow com- 
mon, they grow by degrees outof reckoning andeſtima- 
tion with ys:: therefore God will not ſuffer ys alwaies to 
haue preſent hearing. 

Whar 
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Whar. is the difference then (.may ſome manſay)-be-'.,:/jon: 
eweene the:regenerate andynregenerate?fith both of them: 
pray, and neither of them hauc hearing. | | 
Here is the difference, that the one ſort are not dead as {/* ver: 
the othier are. He that feeles an ague or any other diſeaſe , 
and is vexed and pained with it; any-ſiwple bodie will ſay, 
ſurely ſuch/a ones aliue: and ſo it may be concluded ofe-: 
ucrie Chriſtian that is, troubled .in his ſoule har! his pray< 
ers finde no better actefle ynto Gods throne:it is ſure ſuch 
3 __ the life of gracein him, which is an cuerlaſt- 
ing life. - | | 
But as for:wicked men thatneuer feele rheir-fickneſſe, 
but grow to. compariſons,that they can pray as well as the 
beſt of them: they are deadin finne,, and withour' repen= 
cance ſhall periſh in. cheir ſinnes. | 155% 
Venſ.5 6. Thou haſt heard my woicetherefore ſtop not thine 
eare,| Whence this doctrine may bee gathered: Thar thoſe DoF. ,; 
whom God hath once heard jn mercic hee witt-alwaies //bomGod 
heare, prevaile with God once andeuer. With men ir is 9c beares 
nota good argumentto ſay;Sir youwpaiitiſuch & ſuchadebr puny og 
for me: you holpe me out of priſon, ſuch and ſuchatime, : 
therefore doe, it againe : for it may be hee hath by that 
meanes ſo weakened his eſtate alreadie, that he is not able 
to doe the like againe, Bur. ic-is otherwiſe with God, all 
his former benefies, arc of ſo many bonds for new bleſ- 
ſings: if hee inclined his care vnto vs, fuchand ſuch atime, 
when wee powred out our prayers and teares before him, 
wee (ball finde thelike ſucceſle againe,yponthe vie of the 
like Megngees. boot cu 0, hilt flv OE ELD Regs «19%. 

.Ih reaſon hereof is drayne. from Gods nature : 'He 5 Reaſon. 
Tehenah, yeiterday, to 4ay, andibe ſame for ener/Ifhee have, - 
receiued. ys yeſterday, he.can.and will doe it in like ſort ito "_ 
day,yea,and hence-forward for ever,there is no change 'in 
hjm, There remaines the ſame. cauſe of mercie til} in his 
nacure: hee had as much-reaſ@n.to love Peter after his tall, 
as before. And when Chriſt prayed thar Petersfaithmighr 
not faile;that proceeded from.Chriſts goodnefle, _ from ' 

| OFCTs, 


56 T he ſecond Sermon, 


Peters. If our prayers haue' beene'once a ſweet ſmelling 
ſacrifice inthe noſtrils of the Lord,” they ſhall never bee 
reiected by him : once welcome to him and alwaies. Ir is 
an argument that will ſurelie preuaile with God, Lord 
then dre\veſt neare once, therefore doe it ſtill, Tothis purpoſe 
it-is ſaid -ehat Chriſt'is the anthor and finiſher of our faith: 
where once he hath laid the foundation, hee will reare vp 
the building, ant bring it to perfeCion. So is it ſaidinthe 
P/al. 90.2. Pſalme: Fromenerlaiting to'ewerlaiting thow art our God, If 
ever God ſhould hauerefuſed troſhew vs fauor, ic would 
haue beene then, when wee were dead in ſinne: but even 
then hee ſought ro vs,ere wee ſought after lim, and be- 
fore wee imagined any ſuch matcer; hee was atthe,.coft to 
beſiow hisſdnnes bloyd vpon vs, thathis ſpirit might bee 
ſhedde abroad in our hearts, that wee might haue expe- 
rience of his loue: that wee might havetitle ro his ſonnes 
death: and merits, and beeing once his ſonnes and daugh- 
rers might till bee fauoured, relicued and ſuccoured by 


Heb.12.2. 


him« v4 
\ Let vs confider what wee doe ,and be thorowly groun- 
ded and-perſwaded ypon good warrant, before we take 
comfort to our ſ{elues in Gods mercies: but when wee 
hauc a good foundation to build our afſucance ypon , let 
vs knowthatall Gods'mercie# are cnerlifting mercies. 
Yeu, . Firſt, this dotrine tnakes forthe reproofe and terror of 
ſuch menand women , as hope that if the peſtilence, or 
death, orany other heauie affliction ſhould come, they 
ſhould bee in caſe good enough , and doe as well as the 
beſt. And why? They will make many good prayers, and 
deſife God tobee mercifull co'them, and to forgiue them. 
Well,what wil they anſwereto this?They have made good 
prayers (as they call them) hererofore , bur what enter- 
rainement did they find with God? They have heard ma- 
niea ſermon, but what grace haue they gotten thereby? 
They haue come to the Sactameiit'as often as their neigh- 
bors, but what mortification have they gained by it? N ay 
ſurelie they cannot fay much for ſuch matters: they ate * 


things 
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things that they never marked. Then their caſe will bee 
hard when trouble comes. If they haue no old ſtore, they 


will bee ſhut out as thefooliſhvirgins were, - 
A Chriſtian hath an old Rocke which he liues ypon;God 


kath heard him often, hee hath giuen thankes to God as 


often, or at leaſt yeric often: hee hath gone through the. 


Pikes , but till God hath beene at his right hand ,the re- 
membrance whereof, will much ſuſtainerthe hearr. 

Bur as for them that haue no experience of Gods for- 
mer fauors,in-anſwering them in the daies and times when 
they haue called ypon him, they can haue little hope that 
they ſhall finde any kindneſſe from him, when aſflictions 
take jholdof them, - | The 

If a priſoner thathath deſerued death ſhould ſay , hee 
hopes well, and lookes for fauor: And why? He hath eue« 
ric day,put yÞ two or three ſupplications to the Iudge:we 
would aske him preſently,But what anſwere receiued you? 
If he ſhould tell vs, nay I acuerlooktto thar, we would not 
thinke hee ſhould ſpeed much the berter for all his ſup- 
plications:Such is the caſe othypocrires, that draw neere 
vnto God with their lips, but not with'therr hearts:though 
they thinke themſelues the ſaferand berter for thar, yet in 


Math.t 5, ' 


truth they are not , becauſe they had neuer in their lives a- - 


ny figne of Gods loue towards themfor good, ypon the 
making ofthcir ſuites knowne ynto him.And therefore ler 
them ger ſome of this tore: forthatis it that will Rand 
them more in teadrhanall the goods inthe world. | 


Secondly, here is a vſe of comfort forthem that have 77 x. 


loſt the ſighe and feeling of Gods fauor. Had they it cup 
at all? Then they ſhall bee ſure to haue it againe..For this 


was Danids caſe: Hee did thixke on Gad,and was more trows T/al.77.32 
bled: hee prayed ,and bis ſpirit Was fallof anguiſh; and all ſec=4) 6, 


med to make againſt him . What then? / conſidered ( ſaith 
hee) the daies of old, aud the yeeres of ancient time: 1 called 
to remembrance my ſong in the night, ] communed withiming, 
one heart, and my ſpirit ſearched diligently, &c.He recounts 


with himſelte how faichfull hee had beene ynto God:how 
| — merciful 


Objed. 


Anſwer. 


 P/al.30.5. 


Doti. 5. 
Feruencie 
3n prayer re- 
quiſne. 

Joe! 2.13» 
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mercifull God had:beetie vnto-;him-, and then his little 
ſparkeof hope and comfort became agreat flame, 

_ If a man haueold proviſion, he will doe well enough in 
the hardeſt times.If one can ſay fro an bumble and ſincere 
heart: Lord thou knoweſtthatT have ſhed many a bitter 
reare in ſecret for my finnes: I have often with ioy praiſed 
thee for thy mercies, and powred out my heartin linging 
Pſalmes.in priuate: I have ſought thee in the night , when 
no bodice was by, when no eyewas priuie vnto it: and at 
fuch times thou haſt vouchſafed ro looke downe from hea- 
ven with a mercifull eye vpon me, and haſt filled my ſoule 
with ioy vaſpeakeable and: glorious, &c. If (1 ſay) one 
haue theſe and the like cuidences from formerexperience, 
hee may:aflurehis heart that God will till be found of him 
in goodnefle till the ſhutting vp of his daies, and neuer 
withdraw his louing kindneffe from him. Oh, but now 
God frownes vpon mee,and withholds hislouing counte- 
nance fromme: Whatthen? Hath there not beene atime 
when you could ſay, God: drew.neere ynto you; and be- 
held you with a fauourable eye? Yes, they cannot denie 
that: why then neuer feare, he will ceturne againe,though 
hee hide his face for a time: Albeit, heawmeſſe may indure 
for anight , yet ioy ſhall come in the ror gy, . Forif God 
bee once ours), bee is:euerours-/ And this ſhould bee'the 
Raffe and ſtay of Chriſtians, whenthey haue loſt their fee- 
lin > SRIFR7 Ts 6B | 20% 44%" | 

Ver 56. Stopnot thine eare from my ſigh , and from my 
cry. ] Here is ſhewed what ſervice they brought vnto God: 
they did wot pray alone bub fgb; nor ſigh alone but cry. That 
is;cthey drew forthitheirprayers from a fetuent heare,which 


' *wasasathirſtic land that:gapes for the raine,' and is euen 
_ 'readie to eate Vp and to deuolire the clouds. Which words 


afford ys this doQtine: 

That they that would not haue God to ſhut his eares a» 
gainfitheir prayers; mul} bre ſure that they ſigh and ctie + 
and that their petitions proceede from a broken heart,and 
from an-humble ſpirit, Sothe Prophet /cel bids them,rend 


Jour 
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your -hadrts And not your -garmtrts,&c, Por till the beart be 
euen;puld jh-pieces by ;yodly ſorrow, finveand lift will 
not eut:'and then there>can bee no acceptance looked for 
with God, either of ys or of our ſeruices. Therefore Da- 7/zl,si, 17, 
wid (aith; the ſacrifices of Godare a comtrite ſpirit: a contrite 
and brokgn heart, O Lerd,thow wilt net deſpiſe. Therefore did 
Chriſt erone in hi ſpirit, when be prayed forthat pooreman Hark 7.34. 
in the Gofpell, So did Hanab ſigh and werpe ſare,and powe '*3auLy, 
red out ber ſouls befare. God. wg oft {TORT 
_. And there is good reaſon, to moue vs tolabor thus in- 7eqfon. 
wardly to beerouched: For till wee haue the ſenſe and fee- 
ling of. our Wants, wee may well ſpeake,but wee canne- 
ver pray: till the heart be pained with finne. and corrupti- 
on, it is impoſſible ro be fervent for the pardon of it, as ir 
1s for one that hath nofeeling of povertic,carneſily to in« 
creat for a ſupply of his neceſſtties:and for one that hath no 
ſenſe of his ſicknefle, to be an-inſtant ſuter for the meanes 
of health. Yrgy | | | 
- Firſt chis ſerues for the reproofe of thoſe that come with Pex. 
drowfie and verball prayers : who dealc like corrupt and *7* © 
nauvghtie Lawyers,that looke for a tee, and yet when they 
areat the barre, tella drowhie and idle tale , without any 
feeling of their clients cauſe: So many there are that come 
with words of courſe to-intreat God to pardon their fins , 
and firengthen their faith, but never powre out their ſoules 
before God, bur onehlie ſpend; alittle -breath + And:they 
ſpeed accordingly; for their cold prayers bring but cold 
ſucceſle. E 1419 
And this istrue not: onelie of the wicked; but euen of | 
the godly, Dawidrored-and cried, but hee was neverthe 7/433 
better, till hee confeſſed his. ſfinne; being inwardly gricued 
for the ſame : but then both finne and puniſhment were 
remoued at Once. 
. This mayreach vsto firiue with the Lord in our pray- 
ers and ſupplications; laboringfor this crying and fighing 
that is ſo needefull : -and-thef: dooing-as here the Churchy 


did, wee ſhall-ſpeed as they did-Many there arc that ſigh 
H 2 in 
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lam. 5.9% 


Ta 57.15. 


Dv.6. 
God is as 
ryeade to 
beare as 
we to pray. 


in their troubles; But how? James relies vs: They /igh ove 4- 


 £ainſt another, and-nort vnder'the{ burden of their finnes, 
'northroughanearneftdefire of Gods mercie: They hgh 


ynder the waight of vnkindnefſes that lie ypon them,and 
clamor againſt men, but have lictle feeliag of their owne 
ynkindnefles againſt God to-bee humbled for them. Biir 
theſe are fighs of the fleſh; and nor'of the ſpirit . 'Ler vs 
grone from a broken heart, and the Lord will giue vs 
life, when wee are troubled in ſpirit: and the longer we waite 
and crie, the greater meaſure of comfort we ſhall hauezand 
the longer it ſhall carrie wth-vs. - | 

Vert. 57- Thou dreveſt neere.] Not inhiseffence: (for ſo 
is hee alwaies alike neerc)but in his mercifullpreſence and 
with gratious deliuerance. Which words thus vaderſtood, 
doe yeeld vs this-point of doctrine: 

That in the day that wee draw neereto Godin prayer, 
God will draw neere to vs in mercie: whenwe ſend vp our 
petitions ynto him, he will ſend downe ſpeedic and com» 
fortable helpe voto vs. Thoſe that are ſuters vato God, 
thall bee alwaies ſure of good ſucceſſe: even aboue that 
that they can aske or thinke. Whether their requeſts bee 


- thattheir enemies may b:e repreſſed, or that their owne 


Math.7.8, 


P/-145.1% 
39e- 


corruptions may be ſubdued, or whatſoeuer els,they ſhall 
bee ſure to ſpeed well. So ſuth our Saviour; P7hoſorner 
aſketh recemeth, andhee that ſ+eketh findeth; aud to himthat 
knocketh it ſhall bee opened. Let one knocke at the chamber 
of Preſence of an earthly King, if he be poore and baſe, 
he ſhall be bid co ſtand backe:and if he make notthe more 
haſt, hee may chance tohauea-rappe' to fend him back- 
ward: bur let one knocke 'at Gods preſence chamber, how 
meane and contemptible'ſo ever! hee bee , hee ſhall have 
no repulſe. As Dazidreftifieth; Gods nteve to all that call 
©pon him. yea to all that call upon him in truth: bee nill fulfill: 
the defrres of thoſe that feare hior. Though their hearts bee 
fo opprefled that they can bringnowords, that is no mat«- 
ter: God wiil have reſpectro their veric deſires. ' ' | 
 Menwillnotheare ſuch many times-as haue beene pee 
ang. 


The ſecond Sermon. G1 


and fairhfull ſeruants vatorhem: but God will heare ſuch 
as haue becne rebels againſt him, if once his feare be plan- 
ted incheir hearts, 

This wee {ze in the booke of Chronicles, where it is ſaid, 2.Cbrozx. 
that rhe /ſrazlites lined many yeares without the true God: 133+ 
'And why? becauſe they had no preaching, nor powerfull 
minifterie, #oPrieſt totearh them, as there it is ſaid:yer who- 
ſoener returned in bis miſerie and ſought God, hee Was found Af.z. 
of bs: according to that ſaying, Y/boſoener ſpall call open 
the name of the Lora ſhall be ſaued. 

An cxample of Gods goodneſſe in thisregard\we haue 
in /onah, who albeit hee had dealt fooliſhly, and was caft 
into the ſea forir, yet God heard him outof the bellie of 
che fiſh, and ſer him vpon the dry land againe. So the £### 23-43: 
theefe on the croſſe, had beene a notable malefator, yer **' 
hee no ſooner opened his mouth for mercie, but Chriſt 
(though in greatextremitie at that time) reſpected him, 
and his ſuite; never caſting him in the teeth with his old 
ſinnes. So eAfanaſſes had beene a wofull and miſerable 
finner, yet whea hee cried to the Lord in his diſtrefſe, hee 
heard him, ſechim free, and reſtored him againe to his 
kingdome. Hee had done ewill in the fioht of the Lord, like 
the abominations of the heathen: hee renmed Idolatrie which 
bs father had aboliſhed, worſhipped the hoſt of heauen , defiled 
the Temple of God, cauſed his ſounestopaſſe thorow the fire, 
gaue himſelfe towitcheraft andcharming and ſorcerie:anddrd 
very much enill in the ſight of the Lord, and that to anger 
him. After all this,God admoniſhed him by his Prophets, 
but bee mould not beare. Then the Lord brought vpon him the 
eaptaines of the hoſt of Aſhur, which put himin fetters and 
bound him tu chaines, aud caried him to Babell, 

Now being in ſore tribulation, be prayed vnto the Lord. 
his God, who was intreated by him , and beard bis prayer. 

And to ſhut vp all, whatſocuer ovr caſe bee, in Pſalme 
307. itis ſhewed, that if wee feeke to rhe Lord, wee ſhal 
hauc helpe. Some are rebels and care not for the word of p/a1. 107, 
God, bur deſpiſe rhe:connſols of the moſt high; then he caſts 10.6, 

+71 | H: 3 them 
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them in priſon, and binds. them in brafſe and iron, ſo that 
all cheir hope is gone: at lepgeh they lay about them to 
cry unto the Lord; which they can no ſooner doe, but hee 
breakes the gates of braſſe and the barres of iron a ſunder,and 
ſersthem aclibertie: ſo that an humble and feruent prayer, 
wee ſce, draws vs out of bondage, and ſets vs at large: and 
in ſtead of mourning and heavineſle, giues ys matter of 
reioycing, and praiſing of God. Wh” 

Another is calt into the ſea, euery foote readic to bee 
{ſwallowed vp, the Pilot hath neither skill nor will to 
helpe; yer when their prayers aſcend vato heauen,God re- 
bukes the ſea and the winds, and they are quickly at the ha- 
wen where they Wonldbe. 

And (o for famine and cuerie other miſerie , God hath 
a medicine for cuerie ſickneſle, and a falue tor every ſore: 
and when men crie vnto him, hee is readie to heip them 
in all extremities,as is there more particularlie and at large 
ſpecified, | 

x Which ſerues to reprooue our miſerable blindneſſe 
and hardnefſe, who notwithſtanding Gods ſufficiencie 
and readines ro helpe,yet will ſeeke vnto vaine helps, dig- 
gingto ourſclues cefterns that will hold no water. Ifthe 
Lord had euer failed vs, or any other that reſted on him, 
there had beene ſome reaſon to doe ſo: but fecing God 
would haue vs beholding ynto him, and he hath neuer fat- 
led any that waited vpon him,why ſhould we not turne to 
God, rather than goe to any other? 

Oh, but the times are hard,and the world is naught. 

Itis ſoto you, becauſe you are (o to God: and tuſt itis 
that youſhould nor finde reliefe, becauſe you ſecke it not 
where it might bee found. 

Secondly, this makes for ſingular conſolation : would 
wee know how it ſhall goewith vs for bodie and ſoule, 
for name and ate andall; then let vs looke what courſe 
wee take. Doe wee call vpon the name of God? Then help 
and comfort is at hand: God & neere vnto all them that call 
vpon him in trath:though not with that Rirength of faith as 

they 
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they ſhould, If-wee ſeeke him, bee will be fond of vs. Hee lis Math.7.8. 
miteth vs not for time nor things; and therefore we may 
looke for helpe at all times, and inall things: and when 
wee haue moſi neede, then wee ſhall bee fure of the beſt 
helpe. 

But if wee would be certaine of this comfort, wee muſt 
withall obſcrue theſe rules: Rules'to be 

I That wee pur all wickednefſe out of our hearts, and —_ 
out of our hands: that wee humble onr ſelues, and twrne from Agrrbg 
eur Wicked YWvaies. Let vs remoue our finnes, and God will , ,,,,, 
remoue our crofles, So [ames exhorts them, Pwrge your 14. 
hands yee ſinners,and your hearts yee hypocrites: that is it that 7am 4.9, 
they muſt doe, if they would haue God to draw neeve wn- 
z0 them. For God loues not to dwell in a heart defiled with 
f:nne: he will curne his eyes andeares from vs, ifwe conti- 
nue in our euill waies: becauſe when our tongues crie for 
mercie, our ſinnes crie for vengeance, 

But, will ſome man ſay,who can looke for hearing from ,,. . 
God, if the caſe ſtand thus?for who can come to him with- *"'*** 
out iniquitie? 

Though wee cannot come without iniquitie, yet wee dafoer 
may come without the loue and liking of iniquitie, and : 
with ſorrow and ſhame for our iniquitie: and then it never 
hinders our prayers, as wee ſec in the examples before 
alleaged. 

2 Anotherrule is, that wee muſt feeke God by all his 
meanes, as in that place of the Canticles before alleged, 
when the Church had loſt Chriſt, that is, the feeling of 
his loue, and the ſenſe of that communion which former- 
lie ſhe had had with him, ſhe vſerh all private and publike 
meanes, and at length commeth to conference with Gods 
ſervants, (which few will doe till they be driven to it of ne- 
cefſitie) and then hauing waited a while, ſve finds him» whom 
ber ſonle loned. The ſame muſt bce our praQtiſe: if one me- 
dicine will not ferue the turne, viſe another: Pray,faft, me- 
ditate, conferre, and then at laſt the Lord will be found in 


mexcie, But as we are flacke in vſing avy of the __ O 
all 


Caill.3.7, 
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ſhall wee faile in our comfortable expeRation of fauor 
from God. 

3 Thelaſtruleis,that we muſt vſe the meanes diligent- 
lie, and in good earneſt; for if wee have a baſe account of 
Gods metcies, it is iuſt wee ſhould goe without them. The 

Iam.5.16. nrayerof the righteous auailes much, but with this condi- 
Pſal,7 441% tjon if it bee ferment. God delinereth the poore when he crieth. 
If they would haue hearing, there muſt bee crying. God 
Ia.44. 3+ pn! forth floods of grace: but vpon whom? On the thirſtie 
round, 

| Henceis it that anumberreade,and heare,and pray,and 
et prevaile not, becauſe they doe it ſo drowſfilie and care- 
eſſelie. The Lord deferres to helpe them, becauſe they are 
not fic for helpe, and doe not firiue and wreſtle in their 
Hoſca,t2.3. Prayers as /acob did, Letvs therefore vſc all the meanes, 
and that with conftancie and carefulnefle, and then wee 

ſhall obtaine our hearts defire in mercie. 

Verſ. 57. Thou ſateaſt, Feare not. | Not that there came 
any ſuch voice vnto their cares, or that God yſed any cx- 
traordinarie meanesto ſpeake vnto them, but when they 
drew neere to God , and caſttheir cares ypon him , and 
laid open their ſorrowes vnto him, God did ſo comfort 
them, as if hee had ſpoken vnto them: they were content 
to make him their lay, and to truſt him with their ſoule 
and fate and all, and then hee pacified their hearts, and- 
gaue them an expected anſwere to their prayers . Now in 
that God ſaid, Feare net , the point is: 

DoF. 7. That God onelie cancure the heart of feares.If ten thou- 

Godoxelie ſand Prophets had faid vnto them, feare not, if God had 

cons ie notſaid fo by his ſpirit, they would haue feared for al thar. 

Ti : u 9 For firſt, men cannot remoue the cauſe of feare, which 

Reaſonsx, God can. Theace it is that the wicked flee, when none 

Pro.:8.1, purſueth them: whereas the righteous are bold as a Lion. Be- 
cauſe their finnes are remoued,and they reconciled roGod 
through Chriſt, who hath made a ſufficient paiment tar 
them, to ſatisfic his fathers iuſtice. | 

2 Secondly, God onelie can giuc faith, which ridsthe 

keatt 


a. 
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heart of -=_ Mo did you 2145. 
fears, O508 of bttle fainb ?.: Impdying tlierebyyrhar all our 
rroubleſome | —alnrunh proceede from wane offfairh. :* 
| Now beciuſe none can give that: bur the living God, 
4a can; heale the: heart of feares but onelie 
IO. [+ 1 _t 
3 Athirdreaſon is, becauſe God onelic canpur histrue 
feare: into our hearts, whichis' a mightic defence again? j,,opy 1x. 
falſe feares ,, Godly ſorrow is a ſtrong. fortrefſe againſt excel 3.6, 
worldly ſorrow: and godlie ioy a ſtrong bulwarke againſt 
carnall ioy. Therefore itis ſaid, Pſal. 102. 1. Bleſſed i the 
wm tbat feareth the Lord, ec. Hee foal not bee afraide of ill 
112 en 
FLA this confures their follic and error , that thinke if 77 1, 
they goe two orthree miles from the.place where the fick- 
nefle is, and there haue their gates ſhut,and all things care- 
fullic looked ynto, then they ſhould not bee ſo fearfull as 
they are: asif that outward meanes could cure the heart 
of feares;: nay that muſt.beethe Lords worke..If they car- 
ric with them the peftilence of 'an ill conſcience, an heart 
full-of couetauſnefie, full-of pride, and of worldly lufts, 
death will enter into the window,tf it cannot atthe doore, 
and will finde them out, and ſet ypon them at midnight , 
as well as at midday. For God hath aquarrell againſt their 
fines, and hee will purſue: tkemwhitherfoeuer-rhey goec: 
and howcan they ſtanqzwhenthe curſe of God hath thern: 
in chaſe? Will yew feare che: plague-fore ypon the bodie; 
and will vou' not:much more feare it vpon your foules? 
Will youfly fromthar that is but a medicine ynto the god- 
lie; andinotfrom that.which is the verie bane of the whole 
man? Intruth thoſe: tbarticarrie with them a heart full of 
pride, and duf}; and-ſuchiniquitics.as Godabtiors where- 
ſocuer they Jiue, are in-greaterdanger'than the godly thae 
live in thepefi-houſcic ſelfe, hauingtheir hearts purified 
by faith, andtheit hope ſetled vpon leſus Chriſt. 
| Andtherefore:thinkenotto pur away fuch feares, by 
gaming aud companie-keeping, EY and _— 
i692 an 
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and laughing : for they will returne againe, though they 
may be ſmortheredfor a time, and anill conſcieace'wilkbe 
a fearefull conſcience. - oo i OH 
Fe [Secondly, this doftrine miniſtreth-vnto vs this infiruRi- 
on,that if we would be disburdened of feares weſhould go 
to God, that can worke in vs a thorow cure. Not as if the 
meanes of ſeruing Gods providence;wereto benegleted, 
or as if wee ſhould not walke'circumſpeRlie, and avoide 
the occaſions of danget: But when weeidoe fo, weſhould 
notreft on che meanes, nor thinke, I am: out of the place 
where the plague is, therefore I am free from Gods flroke. 
It onefhould ſay, I cannot die till God haucappointed , 
and therefore T may pgoe into places of infeftion, this 
were atempting of God: but it were worſe for:a wicked 
ſinner cothinke, Lam-notneere places of infection,there+ 
foreI am ſafe. | 2; 
pe :1ps a- If chen wee would bee ſoundly cured of feares, firfi er 
eivft feares VS goe vnto the Loxd with a'broken heart, and beſeech 
z. Prayer, him to put courage into vs, andto giue vs aſſurance of 'e= 
ternall life; and the ivy of the holy Gholt;z then come life 
or death , wee ſhall not bee! much diſmayed. This! is 


one ſpecial meanes, to free our hearts from vnnecefſa- 


ric feares, cuen faichfull prayer: as the Apoſtle ſhews, 
Phil.z.s, Wherqhee ſaies, /» nothing bee careful, but in all thmgs les 
your requeſts be made knowne to God,efre . He bids them not 
take awaythe occaſions withoutbur heale the heare within 
for then. they ſhall-bee ſafe'enough: Thepeace off God that 
paſſeth all underſtanding, ſhall keepe their hearts and minds in 
Chriff- Jeſus: that is, in 2 blefled communion with Chriſt 
Leſus, whereby they ſhall bee poſſefled with ſuch peace as 
 boneknoweth whatit meanes, bur thoſe thar.haue taſted 
of-its which quiets andſers:downerheiheart and minde , 
andſettlevthe ſanicin. cheaffurance of a happie iflue, our 


of all Rraites ahd difficulties:-as wee ſee in David, who. 


Bal.z. hauing committed: himſelfe ro' God, who was: able and 
hat promiſed tothelpe him, hee ertuinphsoner all higene- 


hirin 


wied;and ſaighhe wwllniot feare rhioughtgnthonſund fhauld 
K - COM 
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compaſſe bimroinid aber. That was ſome oddes : 3nd one 
would thinke he had lictleeedeto vie ſuch ſpeeches; but 
ratherto runne away as faſt as hee could} at leaſt hee 
ſhould takelittle Neepein the night, ſo long as hee was in 
ſuch danger: or if hee did lie downe and ſeepe,heeſhould 
havelittle hope torife againe inthe morning: yer wee ſee 
yerſ. 5. that hee [aid bins downe and ſi:pt, androſe againe, be- 
Ccanſe the Lord ſuſtained him: and this he got by calling vp- 
on God: asit is verſ. 4. 
2 Secondly, if we would not be oppreſſed with feares, 
labor co be righteous: for wickedneſſe makes men daflard- _ 
lie, whereas righteouſneſſe makes men Rout as Lyons,that SA ay 
will not looke ouer the ſhovlder, for the barking of þ,;.g ,. 
cuery dogpe, but walke on without all feare. Indeede | 
the child of God, will not bee preſumptuous ; neither 
will hee bee timorous: thovgh his enemies, ſinne, Satan 
and the world bce firong , yet hee knows God is firon- 
ger, and that none cuill can come voto him' without che 
Lord, | 1k 
Which if wee can thorowly meditate vpon, and take 
this receite cucric morning, to ſeaſon our hearts wich the 
feare of God, and rowaſhour hearts and hands-from vn- 
repented ſins; walke where wee will, ſo it be in our waies, 
nothing ſhall be able ro bure vs. 
Verl. 58.' Thonbaft maintained the canſe of my ſoule."] 
That is, thou haft Rood on my part, and freed mee 
from death, that' was intended againſt mee'. For 
though my name*and- libertie and riches "bee. taken 
from mee; yet my" life & redeemed: and that is thy miercie 
that bodice and ſoule arenot yet parted. Whencethe doc 
eine i695” + 2556 99eM The 
That God is the maintainer and ypholder of his peo- 7,4 8. 
ple. Howſoeuer Kings and Princes bee nurfing fathers vn- Godvphelds 
to Gods Church, yet that is not becauſe hee needs them , 5%. 
bur becauſe he would doe ther a good turne, in iniploy. 7*t#23- 
ing them inhisſeruice. And'therefore may God be calſed 
the ypholder ofhis people, becauſe he ſaues them fr6 their 
2 ſinnes; 


F[4.27.3, 


Vſe2. 
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fGones;and from the puniſhments dueto their fins , which 
no man can doe: He watches oner them night and day, and 
waters them enerie moment ; and bee Will contend with thens 
that contend againſt his people, | 

This ſhould Arike a terror into the hearts of thoſe that 
are iniurious voto Gods ſeruants:they are bold where the 
hedge is lowell; eueriedwarfe aduentures to leape ouer, 
But letthem know, that God is as 8 wall of fie abour his. 
Church, and hee will maintaine the right of his children. 

Indeede their props are and ſtill haye beene fo weake, 
their enemies fo firong , the Randers- againfi: them ſo 
ſhamefull,and the oppoſitions fo continyall, that it is 
miracle the Church Rands to this day : but God hath 
beene, and euer will bec the vpholder of ir, and therefore 
it muſt needs goe ill with thoſe, that lift vp themſehues a- 
gainſt ir, 

Secondly, here is a notable coaſolation for the afflicted 
people of God. Howſocuer they haue fewe meancs 
and few friends; and where they ſhould haue moſt helpe 
they haue leaft; where they looked for comfort, they finde 
diſcomfort ; and where they thought to bee enriched, 
they are impoueriſhed: yetif they can pray, all ſhall bee 
well. 

If money and friends, and large renenues and the like , 
had beene the ypbolders of the Church, it would have 
gone to the ground long ere this. But what faith the 
Church here? O Lord thou ha#t maintained the cauſe of my 

ſoule. There is our ſtay: ler ys bee ſure wee haue a good 
cauſe, andlay it before Gods iydgement ſeate, and then 
though wee be oucrborne, God will not bee ouerborne, 
but hee will Rand on our fide, even heethat loues good- 
neſſe, and hates wickedneſſe, and will be auenged on thoſe 
that hend themſclues and their endeuors tg. do miſckiefe 


.  yato his people, 


_ Weenauld williaglie baue himco.bee ogr Ivdge, who 
is moſtigſ,, who:carijes the:greateſt lon to vs and our 
cauſe; and the hardeſtmind againſt our aduerſarics : fuch 
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an one is God. And therefore ſeeing we haue 8 good cauſe 
to fland in, cuen the matter of our ſaluation; and enemies 


whom God hates with a deadly hatred, the divell, the 


world andthe fleſh, & c. this ſhould pur life and heart in- 
ro vs,to goe vnto Chriſt Teſus our Iudge, who hath fo 
dearely loued vs, as to lay dowae his life for vs, and for the 
deftruction of all our enemies. When wee are ouerchar- 
ged with burdens and temptations, let vs lay them vpon 
bim, and ſay, Lord, thou haſt vndertaken to comfort rhy 
children: Iam not able to vadergoe this that is vpon mee; 
therefore doe thou maintaine my cauſe, and helpe and 
deliver mee from my wilerie. - | 

Verſ. 59. Thou baſt ſcene my wrong, | From theſe words 
this doQrine may be colleQed; 


That there is nothing done, ſpoken or thought againſt m,g.s, 
any Chriſtian, but God cakes knowledge of it: there is not Al vurogs 


one praiſe, flander or deuice of cruell beaſts: againſt the knovvne to , 


ſheepe of Chriſt, but God ſees it, and markesit. And this ©%*- 


muſt needs be ſo: 


I Firſt, becauſe they are his flocke, and therefore hee Reaſon 1: 


loues to looke ynto them, eſpeciallic fith hee hath paide 
ſo deerely for them. 


2 Secondly, itishis nature to behold all things « For p/21.g4. 
be that made the eye, ſhall net he ſee? ec. He is aboue vs all, Eph.4.6. 


and through vs all, audin ws all. Yea, wee are as it were the 
apple of bis eye. Nowirt is a hard matter for one to come 
with thornes to put out anothers eye, and he not take no= 
tice of it: and 

3 Thirdly, God doth the rather obferue the indigni- 
ties that are offered ynto his children , becauſe their pro- 
fanc aduerſaries doe hate his image in them . For when 


they were as bad as themſelues, they could live with them 
ewentic or thirtic yeares, and be good friends with them: 


bur when once they renqunce the ſeruice of Satan and 
of their owneluſts, vato which they are in bondage ſtill, 
then they oppoſe with might and maine againſt them:and 
therefore. itis ſaid, for thy ſaks hane ve ſuffred oy 2" 
F3:; al 


Pſal.69.75- 
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Rewel.20. 
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Objetiion, 


Anſwere. 


mo Theſecond Sermon. 
bath conered onr face, Re 00 06» b 

4 The fourth and laſt reaſon, why God muſt needs 
take notice of the wrongs done vnrto his ſeruanes, is, be- 
cauſc it belengsto him to re\vard eweric ove according to 
their workes. Hee muſt and will give chem full pay , and 
therefore hee keeps all ypon iuſt and due record. As the 
workes of the righteous ſhall Rand for them , ſo ſhall the 
workes of reprobates be writtenin great capitall letters a- 
gainſt chem, that all che world may rake notice of them ac 
the laſt day. 

This offers vnto vs matter of ſingular comfort. Howſo. 
ever the aduerſaries be buſic and watchful to plot and pro- 
curethe hure of Gods Church; they cannot be ſo vigilant 
for the hurt of it,as God is watchfull forthe good of it:and 
therefore they may bee ſure they ſhall hane a happie iſſue 
out of all their troubles, if ſo be they can make their mone 
to God, and waite patientlic for his mercie. 

| Bur what needewee lay open our priefes before him, 
ſeeing that hee knows them all before hand? | 

Though he doe know them, yet he would haue you to 
preferre your bill of complaint,and that will be for the in- 
creaſe of your comfort,an\ further experience of his loue: 
and. howſoeuerhee purpoſe co deſtroy the wicked, yet, 
would he haue you togo on in your ſuire againſtthem ill. 

Neither is this to bee reftrained onelie ro corporall ene-" 
mies, butit holds much more ſtrongly for ſpirituall ene- 
mies. Say a man bee ſarcharged with {inne and Satan, ler 
him bemone his caſe before the Lord,and it will be a mar- 
ueilous eaſe vnto him. If one of our children ſhavuld bat ſay, 
father or mother, I am exceeding'ficke, readie to faint vn- 
der my paincs &c, hee ncede ſay no more: this would ſet 
their hearts and hands aworke to doe him good. And is 
there notfar more loue in our heavenly Father? Yes ſurely: 
and therefore in all ſuch extremities,let God be our refuge, 
and let vs caſt all our cares and ſorrows vpon him, who is 
able and willing to beare them, and in due ſeaſon'to ſree vs 
fromthem, andinthe end, to make'ys gainers by them. 

F{N1S. 


